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I  DESIRE  to  say  something  of  Theophilus  Parsons,  who, 
in  his  day,  was  familiarly  known  as  the  great  Chief  Justice 
of  this  State,  and  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  which,  after  much  doubt  and  delay,  by  a 
small  majority,  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Where  a  result  is  accomplished  by  the  joint 
efforts  of  a  large  number  of  able  and  distinguished  men, 
it  may  seem  somewhat  ill-judged  and  ungracious  to  claim 
for  any  one  of  this  number  special  merit  and  consideration. 
But,  in  this  case,  so  great  has  been  the  success  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  that,  since  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
it  has  been  regarded  a  great  honor  to  have  been  even  a 
member  of  any  of  the  Conventions  which  voted  in  favor 
of  it,  and  the  admirers  of  distinguished  men,  notably  in 
the  case  of  Hancock  and  Adams,  have  studiously  endeav¬ 
ored  to  make  it  appear  that  it  was  especially  through  their 
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efforts  that  the  Constitution  in  this  State  was  finally 
adopted. 

An  Essex  man  may  he  pardoned  therefore  if,  in  this 
case,  he  should  claim  that,  if  a  distinction  is  to  he  made 
in  the  value  of  the  services  performed  by  the  members  of 
the  Convention,  the  first  place  is  to  be  awarded  to  The- 
ophiliis  Parsons  of  Newbury  port,  who  possessed,  in  an 
extraordinary  degree,  the  qualities  needed  by  the  friends 
of  the  Constitution  when  they  attempted  to  carry  it  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

It  must  be  conceded,  for  on  this  point  the  testimony  is 
conclusive,  that,  when  the  Convention  assembled,  the 
majority  of  its  members  were  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.  It  is  conceded  also  that  while  a  numer¬ 
ical  majority  of  the  members  were  oi)posed,  a  very  large 
preponderance  of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  was  in  favor  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  while  on  one  side  are  the  names 
of  men  eminent  in  their  time  and  afterward  for  talents  and 
wealth  and  influence,  there  are  very  few  men  on  the  other 
side  who  enjoyed  any  distinction,  either  then  or  later. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  General  Knox,  who  was  a 
close  and  fair-minded  observer  of  the  Convention,  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  Constitution  were,  for  the  most  part,  men, 
more  or  less,  by  sympathy  or  action,  identified  with  Shay’s 
Rebellion,  and  whose  ideas  of  liberty  were  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  law  and  order.  They  were  supported  in  their 
ideas  of  freedom,  to  some  extent,  by  a  few  well-meaning 
men  who  naturally  sympathized  with  popular  rights,  but 
were  naturally  jealous  of  power,  as  hostile  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  There  were,  however,  only 
a  few  of  this  class ;  the  great  majority  of  the  law-abiding 
citizens  whose  sympathies,  under  ordinary  political  condi¬ 
tions,  were  on  the  side  of  popular  rights,  had  been  forced 
by  the  violence  and  excesses  of  the  mob-spirit  which  cul¬ 
minated  in  Shay’s  Rebellion  to  array  themselves  with  the 
friends  of  law  and  order  and  to  throw  their  influence  in 
their  favor.  The  result  was,  in  this  State,  a  sharp  divi¬ 
sion  between  the  conservatives  who  believed  law  essential 
to  liberty,  and  the  extreme  radicals  who  believed  that  they 
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could  only  preserve  their  liberties  by  constantly  asserting 
them  in  open  defiance  of  law  and  order.  The  revolu¬ 
tionary  spirit  had  degenerated  into  license  and  the  oppo¬ 
sition  in  the  Convention,  according  to  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  respectable  citizens,  was  composed  mainly  of 
lawless  and  irresponsil)Ie  men,  without  position  or  charac¬ 
ter,  who  hoped,  in  the  general  confusion  and  disorder  of 
the  times,  to  mend  their  own  fortunes. 

The  Federalists, who  wei’e  friends  of  the  Constitution, 
were  of  one  miiid  and  of  one  purpose.  No  personal 
ambitions,  and  no  difference  of  opinion  on  si)ecial  measures 
weakened  their  zeal  or  divided  their  forces.  They  were 
a  unit,  and  worked  from  the  start  with  the  energy  and 
precision  of  a  machine,  whose  object  was  to  accomplish 
one  purpose  and  nothing  else,  and  that  was  in  some  way 
to  overcome  the  adverse  majority,  and  secure  the  vote  of 
the  State  for  the  Constitution.  Their  important  work  was 
transacted  in  secret  caucus,  where  the  leaders  met  daily 
and  compared  notes  and  reported  progress,  keeping  every¬ 
thing  so  close  that  when  the  time  came  to  show  their  hand, 
the  result  of  their  efforts  was  a  surprise  to  many  of  their 
own  party.  Bancroft,  with  all  his  attainments  and  pa¬ 
tience  in  research,  was  a  partisan  so  blinded  by  prejudice 
that  he  could  not  see  the  truth  of  this.  He  tried  to  main¬ 
tain  that  Hancock  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the  ardent 
Federalists,  cooperating  with  them  in  secret  caucus  in  all 
their  movements  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  Constitution. 
Bancroft  disliked  the  Federalists.  He  was  a  Democrat 
and  ho  tried  hard  to  show  that  the  country  was  as  much 
indebted  to  Hancock  and  Adams,  whose  associations  were 
with  the  Anti-Federalists,  for  the  success  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  in  Massachusetts,  as  to  any  of  the  Federalists  who 
were  its  most  devoted  and  outspoken  friends.  This  view 
is  contradicted  by  the  evidence.  It  is  clear  that,  before 
the  Convention  assembled,  both  Hancock  and  Adams  were 
counted  by  the  Liberty  men  as  well  as  by  the  Federalists 
as  unfriendly  to  the  Constitution,  and  during  the  session  of 
the  Convention  even,  their  conduct  was  so  uncertain  and 
equivocal  that  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  among  some  of 
the  active  and  intelligent  Federalists,  what  their  position 
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would  be  when  the  decisive  vote  was  taken.  There  is  good 
ground  for  believing  that  Hancock  was  only,  at  last,  per¬ 
suaded  to  support  the  Constitution  i)v  assurances  from  the 
Federalists  that  they  would  give  him  their  votes  for  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  that  he  should  also  receive  the  electoral  vote  of 
the  State  for  President,  which  would  be  decisive  in  his 
favor,  in  the  event  that  Washington  should  be  ineligible 
as  a  candidate  as  he  would  be  in  case  of  the  rejection  of 
the  Constitution  by  Virginia.  There  was  formerly  among 
the  papers  of  General  Knox  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Knox 
to  Washington  in  which  he  said  that,  during  the  debates 
in  the  Massachusetts  Convention,  it  was  supposed  that 
Virginia  would  reject  the  Constitution,  and  that  if  Han¬ 
cock  would  lend  his  Influence  in  favor  of  the  Constitution, 
the  Federalists  would  in  return  do  all  in  their  power  to 
secure  his  nomination  for  the  Presidency.  This  letter  has 
disappeared.  Its  existence  a  few  years  ago  can  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  conclusive  proof. 

Bancroft  says,  and  the  evidence  fully  sustains  him,  that 
the  influence  and  ettbrts  of  Washington  were  all-powerful 
in  favor  of  the  Constitution  and  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  was  Washington’s  great  popularity  and  au¬ 
thority  that  carried  Virginia  for  the  Constitution.  If  the 
tradition  be  true,  in  respect  to  the  suggestion  made  to 
Hancock  by  the  Federalists,  that  his  personal  fortunes 
would  be  improved  by  the  opposition  of  Virginia  to  the 
Constitution,  and  that  Hancock  acted  on  that  suggestion, 
then  we  have  this  singular  result  that  Virginia  was  carried, 
because  it  was  her  mind  that  Washington  would  be  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  that  Massachusetts  was  carried  with  the  hope  on 
the  part  of  Hancock  that,  through  the  loss  of  Virginia, 
AVashington  would  be  ineligible  and  the  prize  would  come 
to  him. 

When  the  Convention  assembled  it  was  perceived  by  all 
parties  that  a  crisis  had  arrived  in  the  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  that  the,  happiness  and  destinies  of  the 
people  would  largely  depend  on  the  result  of  its  proceed¬ 
ings. 

It  was  not  a  case  for  argument,  though  the  whole  instru¬ 
ment  was  carefully  considered  by  sections,  and  the  merits 
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of  its  different  provisions  were  clearly  and  ably  set  forth. 
The  opposition  was  not  to  be  controlled  by  reason  or  elo¬ 
quence.  Actuated  by  passion  or  prejudice,  or  motives  of 
personal  interest,  it  would  listen  only  to  private  sugges¬ 
tions  which  were  often  remote  from  the  merits  of  the  case. 
For  three  months  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  the  new  Constitution  had  been  thoroughly  discussed 
in  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  and  the  people  of  the  State 
were  fully  committed,  one  way  or  the  other,  when  their 
delegates  were  chosen  to  decide  the  matter  in  Convention. 
When  it  assembled  it  was  obvious  that,  if  the  decision  was 
to  depend  on  the  merits  of  the  instrument,  the  friends  of 
the  Constitution  were  sure  of  success,  but  unfortunately 
the  temper  and  personnel  of  the  Convention  made  it  mani¬ 
fest  that  other  considerations  than  merit  had  prevailed  in 
the  choice  of  delegates,  and  that  if  their  votes  were  finally 
to  be  won  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  other  considerations 
than  merit  were  to  be  urged  in  its  behalf.  In  the  entire 
number  of  the  opposition,  or  of  those  whose  opinions  were 
doubtful,  there  were  two  men  whose  influence,  if  it  could 
be  (jbtained,  might  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  number  of 
votes  requisite  to  determine  the  result.  These  men  were 
Hancock  and  Adams.  If  this  could  be  done,  the  chances 
were  in  favor  of  the  Constitution,  but  without  them  argu¬ 
ment  and  eloquence,  which  should  justify  and  enforce  the 
case  in  the  public  mind,  would  be  unsuccessful.  Beyond 
a  doubt,  it  was  decided  in  the  caucus  by  those  who  were 
responsible  for  its  conduct,  that  the  only  hope  of  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution  was  to  be  found  in  some  way 
by  which  Hancock  and  Adams  should  be  induced  to 
declare  in  its  favor. 

But  to  convert  those  men  to  the  cause  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  was  no  easy  task.  It  was  an  undertaking  that  from 
its  very  nature  required  great  skill  and  ability.  It  was 
idle  to  e.xpect  from  them  an  honest  conversion,  by  elo¬ 
quence  or  argument,  which  should  deal  strictly  with  the 
merits  of  the  case.  They  were  not  deficient  in  knowledge 
or  intelligence.  They  must  be  won,  if  at  all,  by  private 
suggestions  and  appeal  to  personal  considerations,  which 
it  would  not  be  convenient  to  publicly  express.  Who 
among  the  leading  Federalists  in  the  Convention  was  spe- 
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cially  qualified  for  the  service?  Were  Bowdoin  or  Dana  or 
Ames  or  King  or  Strong  or  Sedgwick,  able  or  distinguished 
as  they  were,  the  men  to  be  charged  with  such  a  work? 
They  felt  and  acknowledged  its  importance  and  necessity, 
and  were  willing  to  supply  valuable  aid,  but  it  was  not 
suited  to  their  talents,  nor  congenial  to  their  tastes.  The 
opposition  was  in  the  majority,  strong  in  numbers  and  im¬ 
patient  of  delay.  It  was  inaccessible  to  any  argument  or 
appeal  that  might  come  from  a  Federalist.  It  could  only 
be  defeated  by  an  unexpected  defection  in  its  own  ranks, 
which  should  cause  dismay  and  confusion.  This  could  be 
accomplished  if  the  two  men  of  great  influence,  who  were 
naturally  counted  on  their  side,  could  be  induced  by  some 
offer  or  suggestion  to  give  their  votes  for  the  Constitution. 
Other  things  were  not  to  be  neglected,  but  the  one  thing 
that  was  essential  was  to  conduct  to  a  successful  conclu¬ 
sion  some  scheme  by  which  Adams  and  Hancock  should  bo 
induced  to  come  out  for  the  Constitution  and  give  it  their 
moral  support.  This  was  finally  done.  Who  did  it? 
Who  took  the  responsibility  of  this  enterprise  and  carried 
it  through?  When  we  compare  the  qualities  of  the  diflfer- 
ent  leaders  and  consider  the  great  powers  and  resources 
of  Parsons,  his  adroitness  and  circumspection,  his  capacity 
for  management,  which  had  been  proved  by  his  great  ex¬ 
perience  and  success  as  a  jury  lawyer  and  as  a  counsellor, 
and  the  commanding  position  he  had  held  before  he  was 
thirty  years  old,  as  the  head  of  the  Essex  Junto,  and  the 
author  of  the  "  Essex  Result,”  can  there  be  any  reasonable 
doubt  that  it  was  to  him  that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  arts  and  arguments  by  which  the  Constitution  was 
carried,  and  the  Federalists  were  victorious?  I  think  a 
careful  study  of  the  characters  of  the  leaders  will  convince 
anyone  that  Parsons  excelled  his  associates  in  the  quali¬ 
ties  which  were  needed  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  that 
he  was,  in  fact,  among  the  leaders ^ci7e^rijic^s.  This, 
I  think,  can  be  made  reasonably  clear  not  only  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  be  derived  from  a  comparison  of  the  distinctive 
qualities  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Convention,  but  from 
the  testimony  of  men  whose  means  of  information  were 
such  that  they  can  speak  with  authority  on  this  subject. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  while  the  debate  went  on  in 
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Convention,  Parsons  and  his  associate  Federalists  were 
busy  in  forming  a  set  of  amendments  which  should  bridge 
the  way  for  Hancock  to  pass  over  to  their  side,  and  in 
causing  a  meeting  also  of  the  mechanics  of  Boston,  in 
caucus,  to  pass  resolutions  especially  adapted  to  persuade 
Adams  that  his  duty  to  his  constituents  required  him  to 
support  the  Constitution.  And  when  the  scheme  was  ripe 
and  everything  perfected,  Hajicock,  who  heretofore  had 
not  been  seen  in  the  Convention,  appeared  with  pomp  and 
circumstance  and  offered,  as  if  they  were  his  own  pro¬ 
duction, —  the  fruit  of  his  own  study  and  reflection, —  the 
resolutions  which  Parsons,  according  to  his  son’s  life  of 
him,  had  prepared,  and  which  the  leading  Federalists  had 
deliberately  in  secret  adopted.  To  give  effect  to  the 
scheme.  Parsons  had  that  very  morning  made  a  motion 
that  the  Convention  do  assent  to  and  ratify  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  This  was  to  separate  Parsons  and  the  Federalists 
from  all  suspicion  of  complicity  with  any  scheme  by  which 
the  opponents  of  the  Constitution  might  be  misled  in  their 
conduct,  and  to  confirm  the  impression  that  Hancock  was 
acting  of  his  own  motion  in  good  faith  for  their  interests. 

What  then  took  place  is  well  described  by  Senator 
Dalton  in  a  letter  of  the  third  of  February,  1788.  In  this 
letter,  he  says  that  the  Governor  spoke  of  the  fact  that, 
during  his  confinement,  he  had  informed  himself  by  means 
of  the  Gazette  and  by  inquiries,  that  differences  of  opin¬ 
ion  had  prevailed  among  the  members,  and  that  conse¬ 
quently  he  had  contemplated  a  plan  of  conciliation,  which 
he  begged  to  lay  before  them  for  their  consideration. 
"The  propositions  were  then  read.  As  soon  as  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  had  read  them  and  sat  down,  Mr.  Adams  arose  and 
moved  that  they  might  be  made  the  subject  of  debate, 
which  being  seconded  was  agreed  to.  They  gave  a  shock 
to  the  Antis  and  caused  an  agreeable  surprise  in  some  of 
the  Feds;  however,  they  have  not  yet  had  the  desired 
effect,  but  they  are  esteemed  so  important  that  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  a  half-converted  Anti,  at  2  o’clock  yesterday,  they 
were  committed  to  a  committee  of  two  from  each  county, 
one  from  each  side,  to  take  up  and  report.  Parsons  and 
Hutchinson  are  for  Essex  •  ♦  *  From  the  support  of  the 
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Governor,  and  the  plausibility  of  his  plan,  we  promise 
ourselves  a  large  majority.  Until  this  the  balance  of 
power  was  each  day  vibrating,  as  the  mercury  in  a  ther¬ 
mometer.  Never !  Never  was  a  more  ardent  struggle ! 
Learning,  Merit,  Dignities,  Wealth  and  Honesty  pitted 
against  their  opposites ! 

"  Governor  Hancock  has  hazarded  his  whole  interests  to 
the  support  of  a  Constitution,  which,  alone,  must  save 
his  country.  We  must,  whether  successful  or  not,  sup¬ 
port  his  interest.  Are  you  willing  that  vfe  should  pledge 
yours?  Do  not  say, 'I  will  be  damned  first.  He  shall 
never  have  my  vote.’  Will  you  not  if  the  Judge, ^  Par¬ 
sons  and  myself  pledge  ourselves?  You  will!” 

Earlier  letters  will  show  the  State  of  feeling  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  the  difficulties  with  which  Parsons  had  to 
contend. 

In  a  letter  of  Gen.  Henry  Jackson  to  General  Knox, 
of  25th  Nov.,  1787,  the  writer  says : 

“  Your  friend  Rufus  King  is  chosen  one  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Convention  from  the  town  of  Newburyport,  and  the  other  three  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  that  town  are  high  Federal  men.  Therefore,  it  looks  •n’ell. 
I  pray  God  that  it  may  finally  be  adopted  in  this  State.  There  is,  and 
will  be  an  opposition  against  it  in  this  Commonwealth  and  your  friend 
at  Milton  Hill”  [this  was  the  home  of  General  Warren,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives]  “with  some  others,  is  at  the  head  of  it.” 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  one  of  the  strong  friends  of  the 
Constitution  and  a  leading  delegate  to  the  Convention,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Knox  of  4  Dec.,  1787,  says  : 

“Mr.  Gerry’s  letter  has  done  infinite  mischief;  however,  I  do  not 
despair.  The  disposition  of  Boston,  and  indeed,  of  the  whole  sea- 
coast  is  right;  that,  if  the  country  is  divided,  will  turn  the  scale.” 

In  another  letter  to  the  General,  of  16  December,  1787, 
he  says : 

“The  prospect  brightens  here;  there  are  one  hundred  good  men 
chosen  in  this  neighborhood,  and  a  great  number  of  towns  choose  to¬ 
morrow,  among  wliich  are  such  a  number  of  good  ones,  tliat  I  think 
we  may  count  up  fifty  members  of  the  right  sort  that,  added  to  the 
few  good  ones  from  the  three  western  counties,  will,  I  think,  secure 
the  point.” 


>  Greenleaf. 
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In  another  letter  from  Gorham  to  Knox,  of  30  Oct., 
1787,  he  had  said  : 

“  Things  look  pretty  well,  though  there  is  an  opposition  preparing. 
Mr.  A.”  [Samuel  Adams,  President  of  the  Senate]  “has  not  declared 
himself.  General  W.”  [James  Warren,  Speaker  of  the  House]  “  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  against  it.  I  hear  of  none  against  it  in  Essex  except  Mr. 
Kilham.  In  Middlesex,  the  two  Prescotts  and  James  Winthrop  are 
the  only  persons  of  note  who  are  decided  against  it.  Governor  Han¬ 
cock,  Bowdoin  and  Parson  Stillman  will  be  of  the  Convention  from 
Boston.  The  choice  of  the  latter  will  no  doubt  be  attended  with  good 
consequences  in  attaching  the  Baptists.” 

In  an  unpublished  letter  from  Nathan  Dane  to  General 
Knox  —  all  these  letters  addressed  to  Knox  are  used  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  Historic-Genealogical  Society  —  dated 
Beverly,  27  Dec.,  1787,  he  says; 

“  Ten  days  ago  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  thought  that  there 
was  no  chance  for  its  adoption,  but  I  believe  that  the  opinion  now  is, 
that  there  is  nearly  an  equal  chance  in  its  favor.  The  State  appears 
to  me  to  divide  on  this  question,  nearly  as  it  has  on  all  political  ques¬ 
tions  for  several  years  past,  and  thinking  men  in  general  seem  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  idea  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  it,  or  at  least 
something  like  it.  It  will  have  substantial  friends  here,  but  not,  I 
believe,  a  great  many  very  zealous  admirers.  I  doubt  whether  it  has 
monarchy  enough  in  it  for  some  of  our  Massachusetts  men,  nor  de¬ 
mocracy  enough  for  others.” 

He  adds  a  postscript,  dated  30  Dec. 

“Since  I  arrived  home  yesterday,  I  find  the  elections,  in  the  province 
of  Maine  and  in  the  three  western  counties,  have  not  been  so  favor¬ 
able  to  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  supposed.” 

In  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Gorham  to  General  Knox, 
dated  Sunday,  6  January,  1788,  the  writer  says; 

“  The  Boston  delegates  (excepting  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Winthrop, 
who  were  both  unwell)  dined  with  Mr.  Bowdoin  (the  ex-Governor)  on 
Thursday  last,  at  which  meeting,  ns  one  of  the  company  informed 
me,  all  were  right  excepting  Mr.  Adams  who  opened  fully  and  posi¬ 
tively  in  opposition,  and  declared  that  he  would  continue  to  do  so  in 
convention.  Mr.  Chambers  Russell  called  on  me  last  evening  on  his 
way  to  Lincoln ;  he  says,  that  Clark,  Rhodes  and  Freeman,  three  of 
the  greatest  leaders  in  the  north  end,  informed  that  they  intended 
that  evening  to  have  the  most  numerous  caucus  ever  held  in  Boston 
to  consider  what  was  to  be  done  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Adams’  dec¬ 
laration.  Nantucket,  from  their  foolish  religious  whims,  will  not 
send  help  to  the  establishment  of  a  government  which  has  a  right  to 
raise  armies  either  in  peace  or  war.  So  five  votes  are  lost  when  they 
will  be  needed  enough,  for  from  several  untoward  circumstances  the 
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elections  have  gone  wrong  in  several  places  that  were  considered  as 
sure.  The  opposition  of  James  Winthrop  and  Oliver  Prescott  of 
Groton  has  had  a  very  bad  effect  in  this  county ;  Mr.  Pitts,  of  Dun¬ 
stable,  being  the  only  man  above  Concord,  that  can  be  depended  on. 
It  will  be  tight  work,  but  I  will  not  despair. 

Say  nothing  discouraging  and  believe  me. 

Yours  sincerely, 

N.  Gorham.” 

This  letter  has  never  been  published.  I  found  it  in  a 
collection  of  General  Knox’s  papers  in  Boston,  now  pre¬ 
served  by  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society. 
I  do  not  believe  that  Bancroft  ever  saw  the  letters  which 
I  now  quote. 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  6th :  the  next  day,  the 
7th  of  January,  a  caucus  of  the  tradesmen  and  mechan¬ 
ics  of  the  town  was  held  at  Masons’  Hall,  at  the  "  Green 
Dragon,”  at  which  strong  resolutions  were  passed  unani¬ 
mously  in  favor  of  the  Constitution,  and  among  other 
things  it  was  resolved : 

“  That  in  the  late  election  of  delegates,  it  was  our  design  to  elect 
such  men  and  such  men  only  as  will  exert  tlieir  ability  to  promote  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  if  any  should  oppose  it,  they  will 
act  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  tradesmen  of  Boston.” 

Before  the  caucus  adjourned  a  committee  of  seven  was 
appointed  with  authority  to  call  any  future  meeting  that 
might  be  necessary,  and  two  of  that  committee  were 
Clark  and  Rhodes  whose  names  were  mentioned  in  Gor¬ 
ham’s  letter.  It  is  well  known  that  the  caucus  took  place 
at  this  time,  and  it  has  boon  already  suspected  that  the 
conduct  of  Adams  as  a  delegate  was  influenced  by  it;  but 
Gorham’s  letter  in  connection  with  the  terms  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  makes  it  clear  that  it  was  a  scheme  devised  by  the 
Federalists  to  capture  Adams,  and  that  notwithstanding 
his  wariness  and  circumspection,  he  was  caught  in  the 
trap.  Edmund  Quincy,  in  the  life  of  his  father,  Josiah 
Quincy,  gives  this  scrap  of  history  taken  from  his  father’s 
diary.  Sept.  25  (1825?)  : 

“  In  evening  with  Lieut.  Gov.  Phillips :  he  told  me  this  anecdote  of 
the  late  Samuel  Adams.  At  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  for  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  Adams  and  Han¬ 
cock  vtere  known  originally  to  be  opposed  to  it.  Those  in  favor  of 
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it  had  used  various  means  to  excite  the  people,  and  among  others  a 
meeting  of  the  mechanics,  and  this  was  held  at  the  Green  Uragon,  at 
■which  it  ■was  voted  that  we  will  have  the  Constitution.  ‘Weil,’  said 
Adams,  ‘  if  they  will  have  it  they  must  have  it and  from  that  time 
he  voted  in  favor  of  it.” 

This  is  .T  remtirkably  accurate  report  of  what  really  took 
place  considering  that  the  story  was  told  to  Quincy  nearly 
forty  years  after  the  event.  The  caucus  was  held  on  the 
7th  of  January,  and  Adams  did  not  come  out  in  favor  of  the 
Constitution  till  the  veiy  last  of  the  month ;  just  a  week 
before  the  Convention  dissolved.  Professor  Parsons,  in 
the  life  of  his  father.  Judge  Parsons,  says  that  Adams  and 
Hancock,  while  non-committal,  were  looked  upon  as  hav¬ 
ing  a  strong  leaning  against  the  Constitution. 

Now,  what  finally  induced  them  to  support  it?  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Federalists, 
and  of  Adams’  contemporaries,  the  decisive  fact  was,  in 
Adams’  case  the  caucus  of  the  mechanics  and  tradesmen 
of  Boston,  which  Adams  received  as  the  spontaneous  and 
disinterested  expression  of  that  class  of  his  constituents 
whose  inteiest  and  wishes  always  had  great  weight  with 
him.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  that  it  was  a  contrived 
plan.  This  explanation  of  his  conduct  implies  no  reflec¬ 
tion  on  his  honesty  or  intelligence.  But,  in  Hancock’s 
case,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  his  action  without  sus¬ 
pecting  motives  which  must  seriously  affect  our  judgment 
of  his  true  character.  Hancock  had  a  strong  dislike  for 
the  Federalists.  His  natural  affinities  were  with  their 
political  opponents.  He  always  spoke  of  the  Federalists 
of  this  County  who  were  active  and  influential  as  the 
"Essex  Junto”  by  way  of  reproach,  and  between  Han¬ 
cock  and  Bowdoin  for  many  years  there  was  a  sharp  and 
bitter  rivalry.  Bancroft,  in  defending  the  conduct  of 
Hancock  in  the  Convention,  says  that  at  this  time  Bow¬ 
doin  had  retired  from  politics,  but  in  this  he  is  mistaken. 
Bowdoin  did  not  retire  until  1789,  and  his  friends,  who 
were  the  Federalists,  were  especially  sore  and  aggrieved 
at  his  defeat  in  1787,  when  Hancock,  by  conciliating  the 
insurgents  and  their  friends,  was  elected  over  him..  The 
Federalists  were  warm  friends  of  Bowdoin,  and  recipro- 
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cated  fully  the  dislike  which  Hancock  felt  and  expressed 
toward  them.  But  while  Hancock’s  sympathies  were  with 
those  opposed  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  he  acknowl¬ 
edged,  as  did  nearly  all  men  of  character  and  intelligence, 
—  whatever  their  political  faith  —  that  the  powers  of  the 
Confederation  were  inadequate  and  defective  and  that  some 
amendments  were  needed  to  save  the  Country  from  the 
confusion  which  seriously  threatened  its  prosperity  if  not 
its  life.  Before  the  Convention  assembled,  the  merits 
and  defects  of  the  Constitution  had  been  warmly  and 
thoroughly  discussed  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  parties 
were  immediately  formed  to  oppose  or  defend  it,  but  the 
people  divided  on  this  question  very  much  as  they  had 
formerly  on  other  questions  of  public  policy.  On  the  one 
side,  the  friends  of  order  and  government,  on  the  other 
side,  the  friends  of  liberty  and  popular  rights. 

The  12th  of  Jan.,  1788,  Major  Winthrop  Sargent  of 
Boston  writes  to  General  Knox  : 

“Dear  Harry:  *  *  *  That  French  and  English  War,  and  Dutch  In¬ 
terests,  and  everything  else  indeed  are  giving  way  to  the  important  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Convention.  I  dined  this  day  with  some  of  the  members, 
Federalists,  and,  though  they  have  not  settled  their  forms  and  cere¬ 
monies,  yet  they  venture  to  hazard  sentiments  and  express  fears.  Sam 
Adams  is  an  Arch  Devil  on  this  occasion,  and  has  made  a  motion  that 
E.  Gerry  should  have  a  seat  in  the  Convention.” 

In  a  letter  of  Parsons  of  Monday  eve,  14  Jan’y,  1788, 
to  Michael  Hodge  he  says  ; 

“  Dear  Sir  :  —  I  sit  down  to  communicate  thro’  you  to  our  friends 
the  present  appearances  of  the  Convention.  It  is  much  crowded,  and 
is  by  far  the  most  numerous  representation  this  State  ever  saw.  The 
weight  of  abilities,  property  and  probity,  is  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Constitution,  but  I  fear  the  balance  of  numbers  is  against  it.  Great 
numbers  come  determined,  and  upon  them  reason  or  argument  will 
make  no  impression,  but  among  the  opposers  there  are  men  of  integ¬ 
rity  and  candor  who  declare  they  come  not  decided,  but  are  ready  and 
desirous  of  being  informed.  The  effect  of  argument  upon  these  will 
determine  the  fate  of  the  Constitution  and  I  have  therefore  some 
faint  hopes.  The  conduct  of  Connecticut  will  have  some  weight  in 
our  favor.  You  have,  no  doubt,  heard  that  their  Convention  have 
adopted  the  Constitution  128  to  40.  But  I  fear  this  e\’ent  will  have  its 
effect  chiefly  upon  a  few  wavering  ones.  To-day  we  agreed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  Constitution  by  paragraphs  but  to  take  no  question  but  upon 
the  whole. 

“This  mode  was  moved  on  outside  and  is  the  most  favorable  way 
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for  us,  as  it  will  give  us  time  to  exert  our  influence,  before  the  great 
question. 

“  The  most  favorable  state  of  the  parties  1  can  now  give  you  which 
must  be  a  secret  is  as  follows. —  In  Suflblk  we  have  a  majority  of  31, 
in  Essex  27,  and  in  the  old  Colony  of  20,  in  all  78.  But  against  us  are 
43  in  Worcester  and  20  in  Middlesex  which  leaves  15.  We  hope  Berk- 
sh  re  and  Hampshire  are  balanced,  and  we  have  then  16  to  spare  for 
the  lower  counties  which  I  fear  at  present  is  not  enough. 

“  King  arrived  to  my  great  joy  on  Friday  ev’g.  You  must  see  March 
and  get  Dr.  Sawyer  to  see  his  brother.  They  must  come  down  imme¬ 
diately,  at  all  events.  One  of  the  Amesbury  men  is  still  absent.  Let 
me  know  the  situation  of  my  family  the  moment  there  is  any  alteration 
iu  it.  Be  discreet  to  whom  you  show  this  letter.  Yours  Sincerely. 

T.  Parsons.” 

Gorham  to  Knox,  Jaii’y  16,  1788  : 

“We  are  hard  at  work,  and  the  prospect  not  very  good.  Numbers 
are  at  present  against  us,  and  the  Opposition  Leaders  say  they  are  sure 
of  the  victory.  They  are  your  friend  Thompson,  White  of  Norton, 
Bishop  of  Rehoboth,  Dr.  Taylor  of  Worcester  Co.  and  Wedgery  of 
the  Eastward, —  if  they  succeed  in  opposition  to  such  a  phalanx  of 
sensible  men  &  good  speakers  as  are  in  this  Assembly  it  will  be  very 
extraordinary.  We  know  alt  is  at  stake  &  work  accordingly.  Say 
nothing  of  what  I  write. 

I  believe  some  letters  have  been  written  from  New  York  which  have 
done  damage.” 

General  Jackson  writes  to  General  Knox  20  Jan.,  1788  : 

“  Mr.  S.  Adams  has  not  yet  come  out.  If  he  is  against  it,  I  believe 
he  will  say  but  little,  as  the  meeting  of  the  mechanics  of  this  towm 
and  their  proceedings  must  and  will  have  an  influence  over  him.” 

In  a  letter  from  Jackson  to  Knox  of  23  Jan.,  he  says  : 

“  The  Federalists  are  gaining  ground  every  day,  so  much  so,  that 
the  Antis  are  much  alarmed,  and  talk  of  an  adjournment  to  influence 
the  Country  against  the  Constitution.” 

Rufus  King  writes  to  General  Knox,  27  Jan.,  1788  : 

“  Our  hopes  do  not  diminish  although  our  own  confidence  is  not 
complete.  The  opposition  are  iess  positive  of  their  strength,  and 
those  few  among  tliem  who  are  honest  and  capable  of  reflection  ap¬ 
pear  uneasy  concerning  the  fate  of  the  question.  Yesterday’s  Centi- 
nel  contains  a  proposal  for  a  conditional  ratification  said  to  have  come 
from  Sullivan.  The  Opposition  give  it  some  countenance.  I  mention 
the  circumstance  rather  to  show  that  our  opponents  are  not  so  con¬ 
fident  of  their  numbers,  since  hitherto  they  have  reprobated  the 
suggestion  of  amendments,  and  insisted  among  their  party  on  a  total 
rejection  of  the  Constitution.  From  motives  of  policy  we  have  not 
taken  any  question  which  has  divided  the  House  or  shown  the  strength 
of  sides.  Hancock  is  still  confined.  He  appears  to  me  to  wish  well 
to  the  Constitution  but  does’nt  care  to  risk  anything  in  its  favor.” 
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The  30th  Jan.,  1788,  Gorham  writes  to  General  Knox: 

“Say  nothing!  Wisdom  and  patience  were  never  more  necessary 
than  at  the  present  time.  Some  of  our  people  are  so  opposed 
that  there  seems  to  be  no  means  of  convincing  them.  The  Governor 
got  ont  and  took  his  seat  this  day :  we  have  almost  got  tlirough  the 
discussion  on  paragraphs ;  we  cannot  gain  the  question  without  some 
recommendatory  amendments;  with  them  I  presume  we  shall  liave  a 
small  majority.  They  are  preparing  and  will  be  ready  to-morrow. 
We  shall  then  present  them,  if  a  proper  pause  offers.  We  are  now 
in  caucus  and  King  is  with  us.” 

In  another  letter  of  Dalton  to  Hodge  of  30  Jan’y, 
1788,  we  find  the  following  : 

“  This  day  Governor  Hancock  attended  as  President  in  Convention, 
and,  if  he  may  be  depended  on,  he  will  give  countenance  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  Constitution,  which  will  carry  a  large  majority  in  favor  of  it.” 
*  ♦  •  «*  I  tell  you,  as  a  confidential  communication,  that  Mr.  S. 
Adams  will  come  out  in  favor  of  the  Constitution.  This  and  the 
Governor  on  the  same  side  will  settle  the  matter  favorably. —  All  this 
is  scarcely  known  out  of  our  caucus,  wherein  we  work  as  hard  as  in 
Convention.”  *  •  *  “  Mr.  Parsons  is  with  us  this  evening,  thoroughly 
well  and  ardently  engaged.  T.  D. 

“  P.  S.  Our  friend  D’s  communication  will  give  you  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  we  are  at  liberty,  at  present,  to  put  on  paper.  We  have  stolen 
a  moment  in  caucus  to  write  this.  Yours.  T.  P.” 

Here  is  a  letter  from  Dalton  to  S.  Hooper : 

“Boston,  Jan’y  31,  1788. 

Thursday  Eve’g,  11  o’clock. 

“Dear  Brother  :  — Just  returned  from  caucus.  I  cannot  avoid  ac¬ 
quainting  you,  in  addition  to  my  advice  last  Eve’g  to  our  friend  Hodge, 
that  the  Governor,  this  afternoon,  came  forward  in  full  support  of 
adopting  the  Constitution  —  and  accompanied  the  proposed  ratifica¬ 
tion  with  rerommendatory  amendments,  which  the  old  Patriot,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  seconded  warmly  —  this  plan,  the  Feds  hope,  will  cause  a 
party  to  leave  the  Antis.  We  are  not  idle  by  Niglit  or  Day  —  and  sac¬ 
rifice  everything  but  moral  Honesty' to  carry  our  point. 

“The  grand  Question  is  now  before  us,  and  will  probably  be  decided 
on  Saturday — if  not  then,  Tuesday  will  be  the  important  day.  I 
tremble  at  the  approach,  and  dread  the  feelings  I  shall  have  when  the 
Names  and  Answers  are  called  and  marked!  Yea  —  Yea,  Nay  —  Nay 
—  says  the  Scripture !  Heaven  will  determine  in  our  favor,  unless  we 
deserve  Ruin. 

Adieu:  Love,  Compliments,  &c.,  &c., 

T.  Dalton.” 

This  letter  from  Rufus  King  to  General  Knox  is  copied 
from  Drake’s  Memorials  of  the  Ciuciuiiati : 
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Boston  3d.  Feb.  1788. 

“Dear  Genl. :  —  Hancock  has  committed  himself  in  our  favor  and  will 
not  desert  the  cause.  Saturday’s  Centinel  will  give  you  an  idea  of  his 
plan.  The  Federalists  are  united  in  that  system;  and  as  A  dams  has 
joined  us  in  this  plan  we  are  encouraged  to  think  our  success  probable. 

“  Gerry  keeps  close  at  Cambridge,  and  his  adherents  have  made  no 
motion  for  his  recall.  Mr.  Hancock’s  propositions  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  two  members  from  each  County;  they  meet  to  day 
and  we  hope  favorably  from  their  deliberations,  a  majority  being  Fed¬ 
eralists. 

“  The  final  question  will  be  taken  in  five  or  six  days.  You  will  be 
astonished  when  you  see  the  list  of  names,  that  such  a  union  of  men 
has  taken  place  on  this  question.  Hancock  will  hereafter  receive  the 
support  of  Bowdoin’s  friends  and  we  tell  him  that  if  Virginia  does  not 
unite,  which  is  problematical,  that  he  is  considered  as  the  only  fair  candi¬ 
date  for  President.” 

Jackson  writes  to  General  Knox,  3  Feb’y,  1788  : 

“The  whole  race  of  the  Antis  are  a  set  of  poor  devils,  without  one 
farthing  in  their  pockets,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  leave  the 
town  unless  they  receive  their  pay.  Some  of  them  have  been  to  the 
Treasurer ;  he  informs  them  he  has  not  a  dollar  in  the  public  chest, 
nor  does  he  know  where  to  borrow  one.  We  [the  Feds.]  have  cal¬ 
culated  that  if  the  Constitution  is  adopted  there  wilt  be  no  difficulty 
about  pay ;  if  not,  they  must  look  to  the  Treasurer  for  it.” 

Feb.  6,  1788,  he  writes  to  General  Knox  as  follows: 

“DearHarky:  Hurra!  Hurra!  the  great  question  was  put  this 
afternoon  at  6  o’clock,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  determined  in 
favor  of  the  Constitution,  by  a  majority  of  19. 

“  1  attended  in  the  Gallery  from  9  a.  m.  till  6i  p.  m.  and  ate  my  din¬ 
ner  on  bread  and  cheese,  which  I  got  a  boy  to  bring  in  from  a  shop. 
The  Gallery  remained  full  the  whole  time  of  the  adjournment  from  1 
to  3  p.  M.,  such  was  the  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  people  on  this 
Important  business.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Gov.  Hancock,  Bowdoin, 
King,  Parsons,  Dalton,  Sedgwick,  Dana,  Cushing,  Gorham,  S.  Adams, 
C.  Jarvis,  J.  C.  Jones  and  others.”' 

The  extracts  here  given  from  letters  written  at  the  time 
by  persons  of  intelligence  ami  with  superior  opportunities 
for  observation  will  serve  to  give  a  vivid  idea  of  the  spirit 
and  circumstances  of  the  age  when  the  question  of  the 
Constitution  was  decided. 


'  See,  for  a  concise  account  of  tliese  proceedings,  with  contemporary  letters 
from  Washington,  Madison,  Knox  and  others,  the  life  of  Chief-Justice  Parsons 
by  his  sou,  Tneophilus  Parsons,  LL.!).,  pp.  57-86.  Also,  for  other  letters  bearing 
on  the  sulqect,  see  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex  Institute,  V’ol.  xxv,  pp. 
17-21.  Life  of  Joslah  Quincy,  by  Edmund  Quincy,  p.  416. 

Also,  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Convention  of  1788  (edi¬ 
tion  of  1856),  pp.  396-412.  Drake’s  Memorials  of  tlie  Cincinnati,  pp.  180-182. 
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When  the  final  vote  was  taken  and  every  vote  that  could 
possibly  be  counted  in  its  favor  had  been  secured,  the 
Constitution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  187  out  of  a  total 
of  355,  showing  that  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary 
efforts  of  its  friends  and  the  aid  of  Hancock  and  Adams, 
who  by  the  judicious  use  of  political  expedients,  had  been 
brought  over  to  their  side,  the  cause  was  carried  by  only 
a  small  majority. 

The  merits  of  the  case  were  ably  and  clearly  presented 
in  the  Convention  but  the  debates  were  rather  dull  and 
uninteresting.  Nearly  all  the  talent  and  intelligence  of 
the  Convention  were  on  the  side  of  the  Constitution,  and 
its  friends  were  somewhat  in  the  predicament  of  intellect¬ 
ual  champions,  at  the  mercy  of  men,  their  inferiors  in 
everything  but  numbers,  and  without  suflScient  ability  to 
bring  out  to  advantage  the  high  qualities  in  which  their 
opponents  excelled. 

In  this  respect  the  Massachusetts  Convention  presented 
a  great  contrast  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  to  many  of  the  other  State  Conventions  that 
assembled  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  the  Federal  Con¬ 
stitution.  In  Virginia,  while  the  people  at  large  were  two 
to  one  against  the  Constitution,  the  wealth  and  talent  and 
education  of  the  State  were  strongly  represented  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  and  so  the  debates  that  took  place 
on  the  different  subjects,  as  they  arose,  were  full  of  life 
and  interest.  But  in  Massachusetts,  so  one  sided  was  the 
Convention  in  respect  to  everything  but  numbers  that 
there  was  not  a  single  representative  of  the  popular  feel¬ 
ing  in  that  assembly  competent  to  give  full  voice  and 
effect  to  it.  There  was  no  man  in  the  opposition  to  test  to 
the  utmost  the  eloquence  and  powers  of  debate  of  such 
men  as  King  and  Amos  and  Dana  and  Parsons.  It  was  a 
case  for  strategy,  and  not  for  eloquence.  How  to  control 
and  conciliate  Hancock  and  Adams  and  so  convert  a  large 
minority  into  a  small  majority  was  the  question,  a  work 
which  offered  littleopportunity  for  the  eloquence  of  Ames 
or  King,  but  was  specially  adapted  to  the  genius  of  Par¬ 
sons,  whose  forte  was  skill  and  ability  in  management. 
Judge  White,  formerly  judge  of  Probate  in  this  County, 
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and  an  eminent  scholar  with  large  knowledge  of  public 
affairs,  and  a  personal  friend  of  Parsons,  said  of  him,  in  a 
letter,  written  in  1858,  that  in  the  Convention  of  1788  he 
•  was  conspicuous  among  the  most  eminent  members,  and 
as  efficient  as  he  was  conspicuous  ;  tlmt  he  had  no  doubt 
that  he  was  the  master-spirit  in  the  adoption  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Isaac  Parker,  who  succeeded  Parsons  as  Chief  Justice 
of  this  State,  was  a  constant  spectator  of  the  doings  of 
the  Convention.  He  said  that  he  heard  the  arguments  of 
all  the  eminent  men  of  that  assembly,  Init  that  Parsons 
appeared  to  him  to  be  its  master-spirit.  "  Upon  all  sudden 
emergencies,  and  upon  plausible  and  unexpected  objec¬ 
tions,  he  was  the  sentinel  to  guard  the  patrtot  camp,  and 
to  prevent  confusion  from  unexpected  assault.”  He  was 
then  less  than  forty  years  old,  but  so  mature  in  w'isdom 
that  he  was  superior  to  any  man  in  that  Convention,  unless 
Sam.  Adams  be  excepted,  in  his  capacity  to  work  out 
political  ends  by  political  methods,  which  the  exigencies 
of  government  sometimes  demand  and  justify. 

In  matters  of  science  and  scholarship  he  was  the  peer 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  his  contemporaries,  and  in 
matters  of  trade  and  business  relating  to  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life,  so  familiar  did  he  seem  with  the  special 
knowledge  of  the  mechanic  or  the  tradesman  that,  in  talk¬ 
ing  with  them,  he  was  often  taken  for  one  of  their  number. 
His  mind  was  insatiable  of  knowledge  in  all  its  forms. 
His  intellectual  powers  were  of  a  very  high  order.  He 
excelled  in  that  quality  which  is  called  worldly  wisdom, 
notwithstanding  his  great  attainments  in  science  and  schol¬ 
arship. 

Easily  the  first  in  his  profession  as  an  accomplished 
jurist  and  great  judge,  he  dealt  with  the  most  difficult 
problems  in  science  and  mathematics,  as  a  pastime. 

Great  attainments  are  not  infrequently  found  in  common¬ 
place  men.  Industry  with  moderate  talents,  under  the 
spur  of  an  untiring  ambition,  will  sometimes  give  a  man 
position  and  distinction,  but  will  seldom  deceive  the  clear 
observer,  who  can  easilj'^  distinguish  between  acquired 
powers  and  genuine  natural  superiority.  It  is  a  common 
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remark  by  men  of  intelligence  and  observation,  that  they 
are  generally  disappointed  when  brought  into  close  con¬ 
tact  with  those  who  have  achieved  reputation  in  the  ditFer- 
ent  walks  of  life.  Familiarity  breaks  the  spell.  The 
prestiire  which  comes  with  long  continued  success  is  dis¬ 
pelled  by  the  view  behind  the  scenes.  But  it  is  character¬ 
istic  of  true  greatness  that  it  is  equal  to  all  tests,  and 
gains  in  value  the  more  severely  it  is  tried. 

Parsons  was,  in  no  respect,  indebted  for  his  influence 
to  the  prestige  which  attends  previous  successes.  He 
stood  on  his  merits,  and  his  genuine  superiority.  He  was 
destitute  of  those  qualities  of  deportment  which  attract 
and  influence  the  majority  of  mankind.  He  was  careless 
in  his  dress,  and  was  deficient  in  that  reserve  and  dignity 
which  are  so  important  and  agreeable  in  a  public  man. 
He  was  always  on  very  familiar  terms  with  the  common 
people,  and  enjoyed  joking  Avith  them  on  matters  of  com¬ 
mon  interest  with  a  freedom  and  cordiality  which  won 
their  good  will  and  sympathy.  In  my  boyhood,  stories 
were  current  here  illustrating  this  phase  of  his  character, 
and  showing  how  congenial  to  his  taste  was  an  encounter 
in  the  street  with  a  market  woman  or  dealer  in  small  truck, 
who,  drawn  into  conversation  by  him,  would  bandy  words 
with  the  future  Chief  Justice,  with  wit  and  spirit.  And 
this  man,  so  free  and  easy  Avith  the  common  people  in  all 
their  Avalks  of  life, that  he  could  understand  all  their  ways 
and  that  they  felt  as  if  they  understood  him,  was  a  great 
student,  and  master  of  all  that  was  to  be  knoAvn  in  the 
realms  of  science  and  jurisprudence.  He  Avas  familiarly 
called  in  his  profession  "the  giant  of  the  law,”  and  in 
science  and  mathematics  Avas  on  an  equality  Avith  the  leaders 
of  his  time.  I  have  said  that  Parsons’  appetite  for  knowl¬ 
edge  to  be  derived  from  books  Avas  insatiable ;  he  read 
and  appropriated  everything  that  he  could  find.  But  his 
great  distinction  consisted  in  this,  that  to  his  knoAvledge 
of  the  books,  Avhich  Avas  almost  supreme,  he  added  that 
knoAvledge  of  the  Avorld,  and  of  human  nature,  which  im¬ 
plies  great  sagacity,  and  a  Avide  experience  in  affairs, 
'fhis  explains  his  great  power,  as  a  hiAvyer,  Avith  the  jurors 
as  Avell  as  with  the  Courts.  He  was  a  master  of  men,  and 
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knew  how  to  deal  with  them  when  occasion  required.  He 
was  eminently  a  wise  man,  as  well  as  a  learned  one. 

Parsons  died  in  1813,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  in  the 
full  possession  of  his  powers,  and  at  the  zenith  of  his  rep¬ 
utation.  While  regarded  by  all  his  contemporaries  as  a 
great  man,  it  was  as  a  lawyer  tliat  he  was  especially  dis¬ 
tinguished,  and,  before  his  promotion  to  the  bench  as 
Cliief  Justice  of  Massachusetts,  he  was  often  spoken  of  as 
the  "great  lawyer.”  Politics  was  an  episode  with  him, 
and  not  an  occupation.  His  life  was  devoted  t(»  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  yet  such  was  the  extraordinary  value  of  his 
political  services  in  the  critical  times  which  immediately 
follow'ed  the  war  of  Independence  that  it  has  been  said  by 
one,  a  competent  judge,  who  knew  him  well,  "  that  his 
early  patriotic  services  were  of  more  importance  to  his 
country,  than  all  his  juridical  labors,  great  as  they  unques¬ 
tionably  were.” 

He  was  often  suspected  by  those  who  knew  his  powers, 
but  did  not  enjoy  his  confidence,  of  being  the  author  of 
measures  which  originated  with  other  men,  and  for  which 
he  was  in  no  sense  responsible,  except  so  far  as  they  may 
have  met  with  his  approval.  He  was,  however,  a  bold 
politician  and  a  man  of  singular  sagacity  and  self-reliance. 
His  friends  sometimes  doubted  for  the  moment  his  pru¬ 
dence,  and  were  apprehensive  that,  in  the  given  case,  he 
was  wrong,  but  the  end  generally  justified  his  judgment, 
and,  in  the  course  of  events,  they  were  led  to  adopt  his 
opinion  and  to  acknowledge  his  superior  foresight  and 
intelligence. 

But  with  all  his  qualifications  for  high  public  service,  as 
a  statesman,  public  life  was  not  congenial  to  his  taste. 
He  cared  nothing  for  popularity  and  was  impatient  of  the 
arts  and  expedients  by  which  popularity  is  often  achieved. 
His  tastes  were  domestic  and  the  display  and  magnificence 
of  power  had  no  charm  for  him.  It  must  be  remembei-ed, 
however,  that  in  his  day  the  general  government  of  the 
United  States  had  no  prizes  to  offer  that  would  tempt  a 
young  man  of  talents  from  the  service  of  his  own  State, 
and  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  Massachusetts  was,  in  his  time, 
a  higher  honor  than  to  be  a  United  States  Senator. 
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For  a  man  of  his  remarkable  powers,  he  w^as  very  free 
from  vanity  or  ambition  or  self-display,  and  yet  he  liked 
attention  and  recognition,  and  was  not  superior  to  the  use, 
upon  occasion,  of  some  innocent  expedient  by  which  the 
general  impression  of  his  wonderful  talents  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  and  increased. 

He  is  now  forgotten  except  by  the  few  who  have  some 
curiosity  about  the  past ;  for,  nidike  Hancock  and  Adams, 
he  is  not  so  identified  with  political  events  as  to  make  it 
the  object  of  some  especial  admirers  to  magnify  and  mis¬ 
represent  his  party  services,  but  it  was  conceded  b}'  his 
contemporaries  that  he  was  not  only  preeminent,  but  sin¬ 
gularly  so. 

Judge  Story  said  of  him  that  he  belonged  not  to  a  gen¬ 
eration,  but  to  a  century.  And,  in  studying  his  character, 
we  can  sympathize  with  the  remark  of  judge  White,  that 
since  his  death,  he  had  often  thought  of  what  Burke  had 
said  upon  the  death  of  Johnson,  — "Johnson  is  dead,  and 
there  is  nothing  left  to  remind  you  of  him,  or  that  has  a 
tendency  to  remind  you  of  him.” 

It  would  bo  interesting  to  show  why  it  was  that  the 
character  of  the  Virginia  Convention  diflered  so  radically 
from  that  of  Massachusetts,  but  it  is  enough  at  this  time 
to  refer  briefly  to  the  political  condition  of  these  States 
at  the  time  the  question  of  the  Federal  Constitution  came 
before  the  people  for  their  consideration. 

During  the  revolutionary  war  the  restraints  of  law  and 
order  in  this  State,  where  the  hardships  of  the  war  were 
severely  felt,  were  of  little  force,  and  the  evils  of  lawless¬ 
ness  and  insubordination  w'ere  generally  felt  and  acknowl¬ 
edged.  Many,  who  had  been  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
extreme  poverty,  denied  the  authority  of  the  law,  and, 
refusing  to  pay  their  debts,  resorted  to  open  rebellion 
and  slay-laws  and  other  expedients,  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  necessary  conditions  of  order,  and  good  govern¬ 
ment.  This  state  of  things  produced  a  sharp  division, 
arraying  on  one  side,  the  people  whose  sympathy  with 
popular  rights  carried  them,  in  some  cases,  to  a  point  be¬ 
yond  tlie  limits  of  law,  and  on  the  other,  the  conserva¬ 
tive  and  law-abiding,  with  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of 
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the  State  whose  fortunes  were  identified  with  established 
institutions. 

The  excesses  produced  by  the  spirit  of  liberty  which 
naturally  followed  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  independ¬ 
ence,  caused  a  reaction  which  led  to  a  complete  separation 
between  the  (‘onservative  and  law-abiding  men  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  radical  and  lawless  on  the  other.  But  in 
Virginia  tlie  case  was  different.  It  was  an  agricultural 
State,  and  its  political  system  was  aristocratic.  The  evils 
and  dangers  which  Massachusetts  had  experienced  from 
the  abuses  of  democratic  principles  wei'e  there  compara¬ 
tively  unknown,  and  the  doctrine  of  State  Rights,  as 
opp(*sed  to  the  powers  of  the  general  government  were 
favored  rather  than  hindered  by  the  operation  of  local 
causes.  The  policy  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera¬ 
tion,  which  was  controlled  by  the  Northern  States,  had 
been,  in  some  respects,  especially  in  regaid  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  river,  adverse  to  the  interests  of 
Virginia,  and  in  the  judgment  of  many  of  its  public  men, 
the  advantages  of  Union  would  be  more  than  offset  by  the 
loss  of  dignity  and  power  which  the  State  would  experi¬ 
ence.  In  Massachusetts  the  fate  of  the  Constitution  was 
doubtful,  not  because  of  a  division  of  opinion  on  its 
merits,  on  the  part  of  its  leading  men,  but  because  of  a 
strong  popular  majority  against  it,  which,  at  the  time,  was 
ill-disposed  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  intelligence  or  states¬ 
manship. 

The  character  of  the  two  conventions  faithfully  reflected 
the  political  condition  of  their  respective  states.  In  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  the  disgraceful  events  of  a  public  nature,  which 
had  taken  place,  were  especially  unfavorable  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  State  Rights  and  democratic  ideas,  and  the  think¬ 
ing  men  Avere  forced  into  the  ranks  of  law  and  order.  In 
Virginia,  the  action  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  the 
course  of  domestic  aflfairs  were  favorable  to  the  advocacy 
of  State  Rights,  and  the  friends  of  the  Union  and  the  Con¬ 
stitution  were  combated  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention  by 
men  of  great  eloquence  and  patriotism,  and  of  ability  and 
statesmanship  only  not  equal  to  their  own. 

For  fire  and  eloquence  and  patriotism,  Henry  and 
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Mason  and  Grayson  had  not  their  superiors  in  their  State, 
and  in  respect  to  those  qualities  which  should  distinguish 
public  men,  they  were  worthy  of  rank  with  Madison  and 
Marshall  and  Pendleton,  who  represented  the  other  side 
of  the  question. 

While  the  debate  was  pending  in  Virginia  it  was  an 
open  question  whether  or  not  the  requisite  number  of  nine 
States  could  be  obtained.  As  it  turned,  however,  New 
Hampshire  had  the  honor  of  being  the  ninth  State  in  its 
favor,  casting  an  affirmative  vote  a  few  days  before  Vir¬ 
ginia  made  its  decision.  This  fact,  however,  so  slow  were 
the  means  of  communication  between  the  States,  was  un¬ 
known  for  some  time,  in  Virginia,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Constitution  in  that  State  pressed  their  case,  as  if  union 
or  disunion  depended  on  the  result  of  their  eflbrts.  But 
in  this  they  were  mistaken ;  the  Union  was  already  safe 
without  them. 

It  is  natural  to  speculate  upon  what  would  have  taken 
place,  if  Virginia  had  rejected  the  Constitution.  One 
thing  is  certain.  It  would  have  made  Washington  ineli¬ 
gible  as  President,  and  by  exciting  the  rivalries  of  our 
public  men,  ambitious  for  the  prize,  would  have  seriously 
increased  the  difficulties  already  in  the  way  of  a  harmoni¬ 
ous  Union.  The  tradition  that  Hancock,  whose  weakness 
was  excessive  vanity,  was  induced  to  believe  that  if  Vir¬ 
ginia  should  reject  the  Constitution,  which  at  the  time  of 
the  Massachusetts  Convention  was  probable,  the  chances 
of  his  being  the  successful  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
were  in  his  favor,  seems  to  have  evidence  to  support  it. 
This  could  not  have  happened,  however,  without  a  contest 
which  would  have  caused  serious  trouble  and  embarrass¬ 
ment.  It  was  well  for  the  country  that  Virginia  stood  by 
the  Union.  It  settled  the  question  of  who  should  he  the 
first  President,  and  prevented  a  contention,  which  would 
have  led  to  disastrous  results.^ 


iThls  paper  did  not  enjoy  the  final  revlBlon  of  the  author.  It  was  written  In 
1890-91,  read  at  Ncwburyport  to  a  literary  Club,  and  left  substantially  as  printed. 


(  William  >  (  Samuel  ) 

Aqnila  Law  f.  of  <  J  July.  28.  1667  Sarah  Brocklebank  d.  of  <  jjannah  ) 
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Ezekiel  Jewitt  his  son  Ezekiel  Octob  31  69  Br  Johnson  son  Samuel  Aug  13  1671 

Ezekiel  Northen  his  daght  Mary  Novemb  25  69  Abraham  Jewet  daughter  Mary  Aug  20  1671 

Barzillai  Barker  Ebenezer  Decemb  26  69  John  Drefser  Jun'  daugh  Martha  Aug  27  1671 

M'  Tho:  Nelfon  daughter  Elizabeth  ffeb  27  69  Anthony  Austin  son  John  Octob  29.  1671 

Moses  Bradftreet  his  son  Umphrey  ffeb  27  69  John  Watson  son  John  ) 
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LETTER  FROM  THOMAS  OSBORNE  OF  NANTUCKET. 

der  and  louing  Brother  littell  in  gospll  bonds  my  harty 
loue  Retnembred  vnto  you  and  your  wife  Though  vnto 
me  vuknowne  hoping  you  are  in  helth  ns  I  liuiug  att  The 
wrighting  her  of  blesed  be  the  lord  hartyly  giuing  3^ou 
Thanks  for  your  kind  entertanmeut  when  I  was  last  att 
your  howse  this  is  farther  to  let  you  vndrstaud  I  hame 
raaryed  To  one  margry  Colman  A  widow  one  the  Hand 
uantucat  whar  I  now  hame  I  beleufe  god  hath  profided  for 
me  and  giue  A  mek  hole  A  very  louing  wife  one  in  Charity 
I  estem  and  Judg  fers  The  lord  and  a  true  loufer  of  the 
pepell  and  ways  of  the  lord  and  I  se  nothing  but  the  lord 
blesing  our  ludefrs  we  may  liuf  comfortable  though  both 
Aged  and  but  crasy  you  know  my  wecknes  and  god 
macks  me  sensable  I  hop  in  marsy  of  my  iusatisheusy  as 
to  the  work  I  ham  implyed  in  as  to  souls  consurns  but  my 
desyer  is  holy  to  Rely  vpon  the  lord  thought  I  ham  week  y* 
weekus  itseluf  that  can  and  I  beleuf  will  inabll  me  in  some 
mesher  to,  what  he  Calls  me  to  for  which  I  wish  your  prayrs 
That  in  hert  and  liuf  I  may  be  to  the  prase  of  his  fre 
grace  macking  and  keping  me  fathfull  vnto  deth  I  may 
Receuf  the  Crowne  of  liuf  promised  vnto  all  that  loue 
him  :  this  farther  der  Brother  I  desyer  and  intreut  you  to 
Remembr  my  harty  Respeks  and  loue  to  ellder  hull  and 
his  wif  our  deckonsaud  thar  wifes  brother  sayer  [Sawyer] 
and  his  wife  and  stefau  swet  and  all  the  Rest  of  my  Breth- 
rin  and  sisters  in  gospell  bonds  as  If  I  had  named  them 

‘These  papers  are  selections  from  the  Manuscript  Collection  of 
Joshua  CofBn,  the  historian  of  Newbury,  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Essex  Institute. 
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ill  pertickeler  as  you  may  haue  opitunyty  wanting  time 
and  other  ocashons  lying  hard  vpon  me :  this  furdr  I  and 
my  wif  Intrets  you  to  Kemembr  our  harty  lone  to  our 
brother  Chandler  and  his  wife  and  all  Thar  Childrin  In- 
treatiiii;  him  if  he  hauf  my  husbans  Collmans  mind  which 
himselfe  ded  wright  and  my  husband  Collman  sett  his 
hand  to  it  how  ho  wold  leuf  me  A  comfortabll  mantyance 
if  he  dyed  and  leuft  me  A  widow,  my  wife  desyers  he 
wold  be  plesed  to  send  it  vnto  her  if  he  haufe  the  same  as 
Judging  it  might  be  of  great  benifit  and  vse  vnto  her  for 
her  husband  Collmans  sonns  dells  very  hardly  by  her  and 
keps  and  taks  what  thay  can  posible  from  me  and  Requits 
me  very  vnworthyly  for  all  my  car  and  indeufrs  for  Thar 
good  and  Comfort  which  is  A  great  gref  and  trobll  vnto 
me  but  we  trust  the  lord  will  bar  ous  up  and  profid  what 
is  nesasary  and  giue  ous  Contentment  in  our  sprits  in  that 
porshon  he  in  his  wisdom  shall  [  ]ought  vnto  ous.  ernistly 
desyring  A  few  lines  from  you  to  know  your  one  estat 
and  how  things  stand  Respckting  our  sosiaty  In  poblick 
carying  one  in  the  Consarns  of  the  poblick  worship  of  god 
and  how  wo  dew  in  nombr  and  increse  with  the  incresings 
of  god  In  lone  to  god  and  lone  and  pece  Amoing  your 
selus  by  which  it  is  mad  manyfest  that  we  are  The  tru 
desiplls  of  Jesusous  Christ  by  our  pesable  lining  in  the 
one  with  another  comiting  you  to  the  protexion  of  the 
allmighty  god  and  Beging  your  all  all  my  lirothrins  prayrs 
for  my  being  presarfed  vnto  his  heuenly  kingdon  and  de- 
liufred  from  eury  eufell  way  And  work  I  Rest  your  lou- 
ing  Brother  In  gospll  Bonds 

Thomas  osburne 

from  nanttucet  Hand  this  25  of  the  8  month  1682. 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  22. 


LETTER  FROM  JONATHAN  BRIDGHAM. 

Bofton  thif  4.  ocktob  :  87. 

Lolling  ffriend  m’’  John  CoflSn  my  Loue  and  Respekts 
to  you  :  thefe  Lienf  are  To  :  Inform  you  that  I  haue  Re- 
cceved  by  williams  for  your  youes  8  :  boifhels  &  a  half: 
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of :  vvheit  &  5  boifhels  of  Riee  &  two  bids  the  bids  you 
feut  afoor  waor  baed  &  the  Lart  ton :  waor  worf  for 
thay  are  "ood  for  Littell  when  wee  workt  them  they  fell 
ton  :  peifis  :  I  will  maik  the  beft  off  them  &  glue  you  a 
true  account  off  them  pray  fend  mee  noe  moor  sutch  bids 
for  it  will  not  doe  to  fend  you  good  Lether  for  baed  bids 
as  for  the  frait  off  the  two  bids  m’’  williams  haith  sattiffied 
mee  a  bought  them  &  if  you  fend  mee  good  bids  I  will 
sattiffie  you  for  the  saim  as  I  doe  your  brother  m"^  James 
Coffin  2**  a  pound  and  I :  would  Intreit  you  :  if  you  haue 
an  :  oportunitty  to  fend  mee  sum  moor  wheit  &  Riee  &  I 
fhall  l)ee  willing  to  plefhur  you  with  whot  Lether  you 
wontt  as  for  the  othar  things  you :  wreit  for  at  prefant  I : 
Cannot  help  you  but  will  Indevior  to  help  you  as  Soue  as 
I  Can. 

Sa’^  yours  To  same  In  whot :  I :  may  or  Can. 

Jonathan  Bridgham. 

I :  haue  now  fent  you  by  m'^  williams  two  cared  bids  & 
fiue  sids  of  folether  marked 

J:  C: 


Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  24. 


PETER  RICH,  WOUNDED  SOLDIER. 

1709. 

Peter  Rich  being  in  her  Majestys  service  received  by 
ye  splitting  of  his  gun  a  large  &  dangerous  wound  so 
that  his  Carpus  was  thereby  dislocated  &  the  synonia 
emitted.  The  Tonies  pulsant  artery  and  nerves  laid  bare 
&  devested,  The  ossa  metacarpii  very  much  fractured  & 
lacerated,  &  ye  carnous  parts  of  ye  hand  greatly  wounded 
&  continued,  from  all  which  there  arose  a  symptomatical 
fever  and  delirium. 

vents;  desucartines  &  dressing,  balsamum,  vulnerarum, 
antifebritules,  anodyne,  Julibs,  cordials  &  vulnerary  de- 
saltion  =  £23  7s 

"It  haue  bin  so  several  times  my  time"  Tho.  Noyes. 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  36. 
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NEWBURY  TAX  RATE,  1711. 

Effex  ff  To  m’’  Robart  Adams  Conftable  for  the  Town 
of  Newbury  within  the  County  of  Efsex  Greeting 

In  Her  Majeflies  Name  you  are  Required  to  Levey  and 
Colect  of  the  Several  perfons  named  in  the  Lift  here  with 
commited  unto  you  each  one  his  Refpective  preportion 
therein  set  down  of  y®  sumetoatle  of  such  List  being  a  tax 
or  AlTelTment  granted  &  agreed  by  y®  Inhabetants  of  y® 
Town  of  Newbury  regulerly  affembled  for  defraying  the 
necelTary  chargis  arifing  within  the  Same  And  to  deliver  & 
pay  in  the  sume  &  sumes  which  you  Shall  so  Levey  & 
colect  unto  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Newbury  afore¬ 
said  or  theair  order  and  to  compleate  and  make  up  an 
accompt  of  your  colection  of  the  wholl  sume  at  on  or 
before  the  firft  day  of  March  next  Infuing  the  date  here¬ 
of  And  it  aney  perfon  or  perfons  Shall  neglect  or  Refufe 
to  make  payment  of  y®  sume  or  sumes  wheareat  he  or 
they  are  Refpectively  afleffed  and  Set  in  the  said  Lift  to 
Diftraine  the  goods  or  chatties  of  such  perfon  or  perfons 
to  y®  value  thereof  And  y®  Diftrefs  or  Difteffes  so  taken 
to  keep  by  the  space  of  tour  days  at  the  coft  and  charge 
of  the  owner  and  if  y®  owner  do  not  pay  the  sume  or 
sumes  of  money  so  Afeffed  upon  him  within  within  y® 
said  four  days  then  y®  said  DiftefT or  Difteffes  so  taken  you 
are  to  Expofe  and  openly  sell  at  an  outcry  for  payment  of 
said  money  &  charges  notice  of  such  sale  being  pofted  up 
in  sum  pnblick  place  within  y®  same  Town  twenty  hours 
beforehand  And  y®  over  plus  coming  by  said  sale  (if 
aney  be)  befids  y®  sume  or  sumes  of  y®  affeffment  &  y® 
charges  of  taking  &  keeping  the  Dilleff  or  DiftelTes  to  be 
Emedlately  Reftored  to  y®  owner  and  for  want  of  goods 
or  chatties  whereon  to  make  Diftefs  you  are  to  feize  y® 
body  or  bodyes  of  y®  perfon  or  perfons  so  refnfing  <6,  him 
or  them  commit  unto  the  cominan  goal  of  the  faid  County 
there  to  remaine  until  he  or  they  pay  &  satisfie  the  several 
Sume  or  Snines  wheareat  they  are  Refpectively  afTeffed  as 
aforesaid  unlefs  upon  application  made  to  y®  Court  of 
Genaral  Seffions  of  y®  peace  the  same  or  aney  part  there¬ 
of  Shall  be  abated  Dated  at  Newbury  aforelaid  this  nin- 
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teentl)  day  of  Defemher  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Seventeen 
hundred  and  Eleven  being  the  tenth  year  of  the  Raigne 
of  our  Sovaraigne  Lady  Anne  of  Great  Britton  France 
and  Ireland  Queen  Defender  of  the  faith  &c. 

Benayah  Titcomb  ^  Selectmen 
SiLUANUs  Plummur  [for  the 
Cutting  Moodey  [Town  of 
W ILLIAM  Titcomb  |  Newbury 


A  Town  Rate  Made  Defemb*’?  1711. 


MONEY 

AS  MONEY 

Jofeph  Woodbridge  Efq*' 

6 

5 

S 

5 

d 

11 

serj.  Abraham  Adams 

7 

HI 

Robart  A  dams 

3 

8 

Abraham  Adams  Jir 

2 

3 

John  Adams 

1 

6 

6 

Ifaac  Adams  Ju’’ 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Matthew  Adams 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Sam"  Atkinfon 

0 

7 

0 

7 

Nathaniel  Atkinfon 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Stephen  Akerman 

0 

9 

0 

9 

Ebenezer  Ayres 

2 

HI 

2 

0 

Zacharyah  Boynton 

0 

7 

0 

7 

Jofhva  Boynton  Sen*^ 

7 

HI 

Jofhva  Boynton  Ju*^ 

1 

10 

Jn®  Boynton  Sen’’ 

2 

11 

11 

John  Boynton  Jir 

0 

7 

0 

7 

DocP  Bradftreet 

2 

6 

2 

6 

Nath"  Badger 

3 

Hil 

3 

HI 

Wid  Marth  Coker 

1 

4 

1 

4 

Mofes  Coker 

0 

7 

El 

7 

Benjamin  Coker 

1 

5 

1 

5 

M"  John  Calef 

3 

2 

3 

2 

ferj  Th®  Clarke 

2 

6 

2 

6 

Corp'  Henry  Clarke 

3 

11 

3 

11 
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Ezra  Cottle 

B 

1 

d 

3 

B 

1  1 

John  Cheney 

2 

4 

Ephraim  Colman 

3 

8 

Thomas  Colman 

5 

6 

Peter  Cheney 

1 

2 

Juda  Colman 

0 

7 

Nathaniel  Clarke 

2 

1 

M''  John  Dumer 

2 

10 

Richard  Dumer 

5 

10 

Nathaniel  Dumer 

1 

0 

Clark  Richard  Dole 

7 

10 

^9 

William  Dole 

7 

2 

Abner  Dole 

3 

0 

Richard  Dole  Jir 

2 

1 

Jofeph  Downer  Ju'' 

3 

10 

^9 

John  Danford 

0 

7 

0 

Jonathan  Danford 

0 

7 

0 

Thomas  Danford 

1 

0 

i 

Francies  Danford 

0 

7 

0 

Thomas  Dicefon 

0 

2 

0 

Jonathan  Emary  Sen' 

3 

10 

3 

Jonathan  Emary  Ju* 

2 

0 

2 

Anthony  Emary 

3 

1 

3 

Wid  Hellor  French 

0 

4 

0 

Colin  Frazer 

2 

1 

2 

Jofeph  Flood 

0 

9 

0 

John  Flood 

0 

7 

0 

John  French 

1 

5 

1 

M*®  Jane  Gerifh 

0 

9 

0 

Cor  Jofeph  Gerifh 

3 

7 

3 

William  Gerifh 

0 

7 

0 

Jofeph  Goodridge 

1 

7 

mm 

Jofeph  Goodridge  Ju' 

1 

8 

n 

Samvel  Goodridge 

1 

1 

1 

Edmund  Goodridge 

2 

2 

2 

John  Grant 

0 

7 

0 

Maurick  Gilman 

1 

5 

■1 
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MONEY 

AS  MONEY 

Richard  Goodwin 

8 

0 

d 

7 

8 

0 

d 

7 

Joseph  Garner 

2 

2 

0 

Cap‘  Th®  Hale 

9 

9 

9 

John  Hale 

5 

11 

5 

11 

Jofeph  Hale  Jii'' 

2 

2 

5 

Jofeph  Hale  Sen"" 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Jonathan  Hereman 

0 

0 

2 

John  Homes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Thomas  Hafon 

0 

1  1 

0 

1 

M''  Samvel  Hale 

3 

10 

10 

Eleezer  Hntfon 

1 

0 

L  Stephen  Jaqnic 

8 

8 

5 

Richard  Jaquic 

0 

11 

0 

11 

VV  Abigill  Ilfley 

2 

9 

2 

9 

Serj  Jofeph  Ilfley 

5 

10 

5 

10 

Jofeph  Ilfley  Ju' 

2 

8 

2 

8 

Serj  James  Jackman 

6 

2 

6 

2 

0  Richard  Jackman 

2 

8 

2 

8 

Richard  Jackman  Ju*' 

1 

Kl 

1 

0 

James  Jackman  Ju’' 

0 

9 

0 

9 

M*"  William  Johnson 

2 

5 

2 

5 

Serj  John  Kent 

0 

0 

10 

Cap‘  Richard  Kent 

7 

7 

5 

James  Kent 

8 

8 

0 

M''  John  Knight 

2 

2 

0 

Enf  Jofeph  Knight 

5 

5 

5 

Corp’’  Richard  Knieht 

3 

3 

1 

Serj  Benjamin  Knight 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Janies  Knight 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Jofeph  Knight  Ju"^ 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Nathanil  Knight 

0 

9 

9 

Richard  Kelley 

4 

3 

4 

3 

John  Kenney 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Sam”  Kenney 

0 

7 

0 

7 

MaryLunt 

2 

8 

2 

8 

John  Little 

2 

2 

3 

Triftram  Little  Sen^ 

2 

2 

4 
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Heniy  Lunt  Sen’^ 
Henry  Lunt  Ju’' 
Gidian  Lowl 
Kichard  Lowl 
Stephen  Lavnick 
Stephen  Longfelo 
D  Will™  Moodey 
Corp’  John  Moodey 
Enf  Sam"  Moodey 
W  Sarah  Mors 
M*"  Jofeph  Mayo 
Hugh  Matthes 
Edmund  Moars  Sen’’ 
Edmund  Moars  Jiin’^ 
Peter  Moars 
Mark  Moars 
Coll®  John  March 
Cap*^  Ifaac  Mirrick 
Cle :  John  March 
John  Mitchil 
Jofeph  Muzzey 
D  Cutting  Noyes 
Capt  James  Noyes 
Timothy  Noyes 
Daniel  Noyes 
John  Noyes  Sen’' 
Cutting  Noyes  Jun*^ 
Jofeph  Noyes  Sen’’ 
John  Noyes  Ju*" 
Mofes  Noyes 
WidLedia  Pierce 
Jofhva  Pierce 
John  Pierce 
M""®  Mery  Pierce 
Jofeph  Poor  Sen*" 
Jofeph  Pluraer  Ju*^ 
Jonathan  Plumer 
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Ephraim  Plumer 
Silvanos  Plumer 
Jofhva  Plumer 
Sam"  Plumer  Sen*' 

John  Plumer 
Samuel  Plumer  Ju*" 
m’’  John  Pike 
Wid  Susanah  Pike 
Benjamin  Pike 
Thomas  Pike 
Matthew  Pettinggall 
Matthew  Pettinggall  Ju'' 
Nathanil  Pettinggall  Sen'' 
Nathanil  Pettinggall  Ju*^ 
John  Pettinggall 
Nicholas  Pettinggall 
Samvel  Pettinggall 
Richard  Pettinggall 
Joseph  Pettinggall 
Thomas  Pettinggall 
Cap‘  John  Pirson 
L:  Jeremiah  Pirson 
Benjamin  Pirson 
Wid  Sarah  Pettinggall 
Stephe  Pirsons  widow 
Jonathan  Poor 
Henr[y]  Poor 
Benjamin  Plum'  sen' 
Abarham  Rowil 
John  Rolf 
Samvel  Rolf 
Henry  Rolf 
John  Richards 
John  Roberson 
Edward  Richardson  Ju' 
Henry  Short 
John  Short 


3 

5 
3 
0 
0 
0 

6 
1 


1 

1 

2 

3 
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Clerk  John  Smith 
Ebenezer  Sergent 
Stephen  Swett 
Moses  Stickney 
Henry  Sewall 
Joseph  Swezey 
Serj  Daniel  Thurston 
Edmund  Titcomb 
Peter  Tappan 
Serj  Sam"  Tappan 
John  Tappan 
Thomas  Thorlo 
John  Thorlo 
Abraham  Thorlo 
C :  Richard  Walker 
Widow  Woodman 
David  Woodman 
Benjamin  Woodman 
John  Wicomb 
Joseph  Willit 
James  Wise 
Gorg  Whits  Estate 
Elias  Whitton 
m’^  Johnathan  Wheler 
David  Wood 
Nathan  Wheler 
Moses  Stockbridge 
Philip  Goodridge 
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SOLDIERS  IN  THE  CANADA  EXPEDITION. 

The  names  of  such  sould'®  voluntarily  listed  o''selves 
y®  canda  expedition  out  of  maj’’  S  :  regement. 

John  Hartshorde  sen’’,  Hay’ll!,  [Haverhill] 

Pasco  Chubb,  Andd,  [Andover] 

Benj  Goodridge  Jun’’ 

W“  Bolton  Jun>' 

John  Wolingford  serj  noyes 
Jonathan  Hay  ns 
Sam  Georg 
Wm  Chalvce 
Ralph  Blasdell 
Thomas  Barnard 
John  Prowse 
Ephraim  Hoyt 
Thomas  Haynes 
Joseph  Gold 
Benj  Kimball 
Thomas  Carltone 
Daniell  Ela 
Joshua  Swan 
John  Neph 
Thomas  Titcomb 
John  Hendrick 
Zach  Ayres 
John  Badger  Ju’’ 

Edward  Goodwin 
John  Dauis 
William  Sergeant  ser 
John  Huse 
Jn®  Clark 
Benj  Poer 
Step”  Bolton 
Jn®  Browne  Ju*^ 

Rich*^  Kent 
James  Anderton,  sea 
Edward  Beale 
Caleb  Moody 
Georg  Evanson 


p*^  cap‘  Greeuleaf. 


p""  cap‘  Greenleaf 
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Jabez  Musgrove 
Henry  Dow 

y®  above  nara*^  sold,  listed  &  was  w^**  me  from  June  26 
to  July  4. 


Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  42. 


THE  NEWBURY  WATCH,  1691. 

To  m*^ Henry  Short:  June  y®  15  1691. 

Thes  are  in  y®*"  majellies  Names  to  Kequiar  you  to  take 
y®  care  of  y®  watch,  euary  night  they  are  alike  Requi  to 
come  to  your  houfe  to  take  y®''  charge,  you  are  to  order 
y®“  to  go  to  george  Littells  garison  and  ther  one  of  y®“ 
are  to  keepe  y®"^  post  all  y®  night  y®  rest  are  to  walke  to 
y®  mill  Bridge  and  from  thence  to  Antony  Morfes  Houfe 
&  els  where  acording  to  your  difcrefsion,  the  number  of 
men  belonging  to  your  care  &  charge  are  under  expre8‘ 
they  are  to  begin  y®  watch  halfe  an  oure  after  funfet 
and  to  continu  till  funrife,  they  are  to  be  in  number 
three  a  night,  and  in  case  any  man  neglect  his  deuty 
and  doe  not  appeare  at  your  houfe  to  take  his  charge  you 
are  to  fuppli  his  place  and  put  another  man  in  his  Roome 
and  you  are  Required  to  fend  y®  next  morning  for  a 
shil  [ling]  in  money  &  in  cafe  he  Refufe  to  pay,  you  are 
to  returne  his  nam  to  y®  captin  he  belongs  to  y*  he  may 
be  proceded  with  as  y®  Law  derects,  you  are  to  take  care 
that  they  are  legaly  warned  from  time  to  time  of  this 
faile  not. 

m"^  Richard  Dole  J'  William  Dole  chriftemr  pottell 
Abner  Dole  Abaham  fall  [Samuell?]  plumar  Jolhua 
plumar  Daniel  cheny  Sr  Daniell  cheny  Ju  John 
Emarfon  Hugh  mathews  John  webfter  filuanus  plumar 
franfis  willet  Sr  franfis  willett  Ju  Jofeph  willet  Dan¬ 
iell  goodridge  Ephrim  plumar  Jofeph  Ilsly  Nathaniell 
Bricket  Jonathan  Emary  John  pike  Jofeph  pike  Ju 
James  Jackman  Sr  James  Jackman  Ju  Benjamin  palmer 
Richard  Jackman  George  Major  John  Hall  John 
Richards  Jofeph  goodridge  John  Kelly  Sr  John  Kelly 
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Ju  Richard  Kelly  James  Badger  John  moody  Henry 
Lunt  Cutting  moody  John  Knight  James  Knight 
Benjamin  Knight  Thomas  Noyes  John  Noyes  John 
michell  william  moody  george  Littell  Jacob  parker 
Robart  mingo  William  Ilsly  John  Ilsly  Timothy 
[Noyes  ?]  Henry  akers, 

Daniel  Peirc  Capt, 
Thomas  Noyes  capt, 
Stephen  Greenlef  cap‘ 
Jacob  Toppan,  Ensigne 
Cutting  Noyes  lieut, 
Joseph  Knight  [  ] 

Henry  Somerby  cornet 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  48. 


SALE  OF  SPANISH  INDIAN  BOY. 

Receved  of  Richerd  Kelly  of  Newbry  the  sum  of  thorty 
eayght  povnd  in  full  mony  for  a  Spanish  ingon  boy 
named  sesor  by  our  iudgments  under  10  eyrs  old  in  the 
eyr  of  1714  reseved  by  me  this  day  of  ienry  being  the  15 
of  inery  1713,  i  say  by  me. 

Cutting  Noyes. 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  61. 


REV.  CHRISTOPHER  TOPPAN’S  LETTER  ON  THE  RIGHTS  OF 
THE  INDIANS. 


Aug;  11.  1721. 

Honour*^*  Sr., 

Pleafe  to  pardon  my  boldnefs,  for  troubling  you 
to  read  a  few  lines  more  —  That  exprefsion  in  my  writing, 
which  your  Honour  Intimated  you  did  not  well  under- 
ftand,  viz  :  that  the  Indians  fhould  have  convenient  Lands 
allowed  y'“  for  theinfelves  and  Pofterity,  I  meant  thus 
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that  in  cafe,  it  be  found,  that  the  Indians  formerly  dif- 
pofed  of  fo  much  of  their  Land  as  that  they  have  not  left 
Lands  convenient,  for  themfelves,  that  then  fo  much,  as 
may  be  thought  propper,  of  what  was  purchaft  of  them, 
f hould  be  relinquif h’d  to  them  again  —  further  to  open 
what  I  Intend  I’d  otter  a  few  things 

1.  That  the  Indians  were  the  tirft  Proprietors  of  the 
Lands  in  this  Country. 

2.  That  yy.  had  in  themfelves  power  to  difpofe  ott* 
and  convey  away  1^  Lands. 

3.  That  what  Lands  yy.  formerly  Sold  and  conveyed 
away  yy.  can  have  no  juft  Claim  unto,  Now  !  I  make  no 
doubt  but  as  your  Honour  fayes,  yy.  have  as  full,  and 
firm  a  Right,  to  their  Lands  as  any  white  men  have  to 
theirs  hut  that  I  presume  your  Honour  means,  Lands  yy. 
have  not  fold. 

4.  That  if  thro  Imprudence  and  Inadvertency  they 
have  formerly  conveyed  away,  fo  much  of  their  Land,  to 
the  Englifh  as  that  if  what  be  conveyed  away  be  taken  up 
and  settled,  by  the  English  there  be  not  convenient  places 
left  for  themfelves  and  Pofterity,  I  think  it  very  agreable 
to  Reafon  and  Religion  that  the  Government  take  care 
that  fuch  places  as  may  be  thought  convenient  be  allowed 
them,  and  Recompence  made  to  fuch  Perfons  (whofe 
Predecefsours  formerly  purchafed  f®  Land  of  the  Indians) 
of  Province  Lands  elf  where. 

5.  That  the  Government  having  offered  and  done  what 
may  reafonably  be  thought  Juft  and  fair  on  this  fcore, 
that  then  if  the  Indians  continue  y*"  Infolent  carriages  — 
the  English  may  juftly  commence  a  warr  againft  them  and 
expect  Gods  blefsing  to  be  with  them,  in  their  Endeavours 
to  fubdue  them  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  English 
in  the  Eaftern  parts  may  be  fecure  and  fafe  I  fee  no  way, 
but  for  the  Governmt  to  keep  out  fome  hundreds  of 
men  or  a  fuficient  number  to  keep  the  Indians  in  awe,  till 
the  People  are  become  ftrong  enough,  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  which  yy.  would  in  a  few  years  be,  were  yy.  com¬ 
pelled  to  fettle  regularly,  and  fecured  from  fear  and  danger, 
by  a  fufficient  Army,  kept,  in  a  body,  in  thofo  parts,  well 
provided  with  fnow  fhoos  for  the  Winter  and  a  fufficient 
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Number  of  whale-bouts  for  pafsage  by  water  in  the  fum- 
mer.  — but  lett  me  not  t'orgeit  to  mention  here  that  I  cant 
but  think  it  a  duty  to  make  further  ofters  of  the  Gofpell 
to  them  and  by  degrees  to  Inftill  into  yr.  minds  the  true 
Doctrines  of  Religion,  doubtlefs  fome  of  them  might  be 
gained  more  efpecially  if  the  Fryers  could  be  fairly  re¬ 
moved  from  among  them.  — I  went  this  laft  Spring  to  the 
Eait-ward,  and,  being  at  Damarifcotty  on  a  Sabbath  Day, 
there  being  a  family  there  and  feveral  perfons  befides,  I 
preacht  to  them  both  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  there 
being  hard  by,  an  Indian  Wigwam  belonging  to  it  aNefi>p 
and  his  fquaw  he  about  feventy  and  fhee  near  an  hundred 
years  of  Age  not  able  to  ftand  or  goe,  both  menlained  by 
a  Kinfman  a  young  pretty  fellow,  who  went  a  hunting  and 
returned  once  a  week  or  fort-night  and  brought  them  pro- 
vifions  to  live  upon.  The  old  fonnop  came  of  his  own 
accord  on  the  fabbath  Day  to  hear  the  word  preacht  and 
gave  diligent  Attention.  The  fulqect  I  infilled  on  was 
that  in  Rom :  10.  13.  and  whofoever  fliall  call  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  fhall  be  faved,  and  in  the  application 
I  applyed  my  felf  to  the  Indian,  fhewing  that  y""  nation  if 
yy.  called  aright  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  fhonld  be  faved 
as  well  as  the  English,  or  any  other,  the  next  day  I  went 
to  his  Wigwam,  ho  told  me  me  very  good  fpeak-um 
yefterday  and  defired  me  to  fpeak  to  his  fquaw,  all  one  I 
fpeak  yefterday  for  that  very  good.  —  I  went  feverall 
times  to  his  Wigwam  and  gave  the  beft  advice  I  could  to 
the  poor  old  Woman  fhee  feemed  to  underftand  what  I 
said  but  was  not  feemingly  fo  much  aftected  therewith,  as 
her  hufband  ;  the  day  I  came  away  he  came  on  board  the 
vefsell  and  praied  me  to  goe  once  more  to  his  Wigwam  and 
fpeak  to  his  old  fquaw  about  God  and  Chrift,  and  Heaven, 
for  may  be,  me  never  fee  her  any  more,  fo  I  went  again, 
and  at  my  coming  away  the  old  man  took  me  by  the  hand 
expreffing  a  great  deal  of  thankfullnefs  for  the  counfell 
and  advice  I  had  given  his  fquaw.  — In  my  difcourfe  with 
the  old-man  1  ufit  to  mention  and  open  the  Articles  of  the 
Chriltian  Religion  which  he  allways  readily  afsented  unto 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  by  prudent  methods  in  managing 
of  them  fundry  of  them  mig[ht]  be  wrought  upon  and 
amongit  other  methods  I  have  thou[ght]  — but  whyfhould 
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I  prefume  to  dictate  to  any  who  know  much  better  then 
my  felf  what  will  belt  fence  the  Interefts  of  our  glorious 
Lord  in  whofe  service  that  I  may  be  found  faithfull  lett 
me  have  your  prayers,  as  you  have  his,  who  is  fr.  your 
moft  humble  fervt. 

Chriftopher  Toppan. 

Rect  Aug‘  14“* 

Coflln  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  70. 


BILL  OF  SALE  OF  A  NEGRO. 

I  the  fubfcriber  of  Newbury  Do  one  &  acknoledg 
that  I  have  fold  to  mr  Richard  Kelly  a  nagrow  man  called 
Reuben:  for  which  I  have  Receued  on  Hundred  pound  in 
Billes  of  Credet  to  my  full  satisfaction  as  wittnes  my 
hand  &  fale  this  fourth  Day  of  novembr  on  thousand  feven 
hundred  &  Twenty  five 

wittnes.  Jonathan  Poore 

John  Hale 
Benjamin  Hale 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  76. 


THE  TRUSTIES  FOR  MANAGING  THE  INTEREST  OF 
De-  the  FIRST  BANK  MONEY,  Cke 

TO  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWBURY. 

To  the  Interest  of  the  first  Bank  money  put  into  >  £^g9  ^  g 
their  hands  5 


By  apreasent  made  to  Kittery  for  y«  Meeting  H. 

50.. 

0., 

.  0 

By  apreasent  made  to  Tho'  Moody 

26.. 

0.. 

,  0 

By  apreasent  made  to  Cor*  Gerrish 

20.. 

0., 

.  0 

By  apreasent  made  to  M'  Somersby 

6.. 

0. 

.  0 

By  a  Law  Book 

6.. 

0., 

.  0 

By  Stephen  Hale 

5.. 

.  0. 

.  0 

By  Cor’  Rich'*  Kent 

10.. 

0. 

.  0 

By  what  was  left  in  the  Trusties  Hands 

344.. 

17. 

.11 

£464.. 

.17. 

.11 

Not  account’d  for 

24.. 

.  6. 

.  6 

£489..  4..  6 
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MESS.  NATHL,  COFFIN,  CAPr.  HENRY  ROLF  & 
WM  TITCOMB  TRUSl'IES  TO  THE  TOWN 
1731  OF  NEWBURY. 


May  14 

1734 

OcU 


Do. 


To  so  much  left  in  their  Hands  of  -wliat’s-i 
left  of  the  Interest  of  the  first  Bank  money  / 
To  the  Interest  due  on  Cap  March  &  Lunts  I 
Bond  from  y«  18  of  May  1731  to  the  23“*  of  I 
Octob'  1734  on  £73  : 18 :  4  f 

3y”.  5™.  60*^“  at  6  per  cent  j 

To  Ditto  of  Cap  March  &  Doles  Bond  from  j 
y*  24  of  Dece'*'.  1731  to  y®  23^  of  October  L 
1734  on  63..17..  at  6  p  Cent.  2  y”  10™-  j 


344..17..11 


15..  4..  3 


9..  3..0i 


1731 
May  — 


By  a  Bond  of  Cap‘.  Jn°.  March  &  M®  Lunts  for 
By  Ditto  of  Cap*  Jn°.  March’s  &  W™,  Doles  for 
By  Cap*.  Jn°.  Greenleafs  Note 
By  y®  Hono**'®  Nath*.  Coffins  Note  of  hand  for 
By  Stephen  Cresburys  Note 
By  managing  the  afores^.  money  as  theyl 
say  at  20  p  C*.  > 


£  73..  18..  4 

63.. 17..  0 

23..  0..  0 

45..  3..  6 

1..  0..  0 

97.. 16..10 


£299..  15.. 18 


Not  accounted  for  45..  2  ..  3 


£344..17..11 
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SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  BUILDING  A  SHIP  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 

Bristol  17  January  1733. 

DEMENTIONS  for  a  New  Ship,  to  be  Built  at  Boston 
in  New  England  of  58  Foot  Keel  &  21  Foot  Beame.  12 
Foot  Rake  by  the  Stem  «fe  5  by  y®  Post ;  9  J  Foctt  in  y® 
Hould  from  under  y®  Lower  Deck  Beame  to  the  Ceiling, 
&  3  Foot  10  Inches  between  Decks  from  under  y®  upper 
Deck  Beames  to  y®  Lower  Deck  ;  &  to  Carry  her  Breadth 
well  forward  eveji  to  _y®  after  part  of  y®  fore  Channell  Viz*. 

Length  of  Keelo  &  Breadth  of  Beame  Measur’d  as 
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Customary  ;  The  Breadth  of  her  Floor  f  rom  Surmark  to 
Surmark.  11  Foot.  &  7  or  8  Inches  Dead  Riseing;  The 
Floor  Timbers  to  be  12  Inches  Square.  The  Stem  to  be  a 
Good  Crooked  Piece  &  one  that  will  tread  well  in  pro¬ 
portion.  The  Stern  Post  Likewise  to  be  a  Good  Piece  & 
both  pieces  not  Lefs  then  10  Inches ;  The  Keele  12 
Inches  deep  &  10  Inches  thick  w‘*‘  a  Good  false  Keele  on 
it  of  3  Inches  thick  &  Nail’d  well  on. 

Transom  15  J  Foot  high  &  16  Broad  &  12  Inches  Square, 
y®  Harpin  to  be  so  many  Foot  high  as  y®  Builder  thinks 
titt  &  that  will  give  the  Ship  a  Good  Sheare,  not  too  much 
nor  too  Little  but  middling  in  proportion  to  w*  they  Build. 

12  Inches  high  in  y®  Waste  w“‘  a  Rise  for  a  foreCastle 
another  abaft  at  the  Main  Mast  for  a  halfe  Deck  both  of 
10  or  12  Inches  w“*  2  Ilances  proper  for  each  Rise  w*’'  a 
Plank  Raile  from  Hance  to  Hance  Sett  on  4  Timbers  Left 
for  that  purpose,  y®  2  Bulk  Heads  for  y®  fore  Castle  & 
halfe  Deck  to  be  4  Inches  thick  at  Least  &  Timbers  left 
up  at  each  Hance  w“*  Crutches  of  a  proper  Heighth  fitt 
to  put  spare  Topmast  in. 

11  Flat  Timbers  not  to  Varey  in  y®  Least  but  placed  on 
y®  Apron  of  y®  Keele  of  one  Heighth  &  Length  but  so  as 
to  make  a  Fair  Body  &  Good  Work&  10  Inches  a  sunder 
&  thicknefs  as  above  12  Inches  &  8  Inches  at  y®  Rung 
Heads  y®  Rest  of  y®  Floor  Timbers  of  y®  Same  Thicknefs 
both  before  &  abaft  &  to  Carry  their  Length  well  so  as  to 
give  a  good  Long  Floor  &  to  rise  in  proportion  from  y® 
Middle  of  y®  Keele  aft  on  &  from  y®  foremost  Flatt  for¬ 
ward  to  Content  so  as  to  make  a  Cleane  Tail  &  Good  En¬ 
trance. 

The  Lower  Futtocks  9  Inches  Broad  &  8  Inches  thick 
at  y®  Rung  Head  &  Grow’d  Rounding  hit  for  their  Work, 
y®  upper  Futtocks  8  Inches  Broad  &  7  Inches  thick  &  not 
Lefs  then  6  Inches  at  y®  Bend,  y®  Topp  Timbers  7 
Inches  thick  at  Foot  &  not  Lefs  then  4J  Inches  on  the 
Topp ;  all  these  Timbers  before  Mentioned  to  be  of  Good 
White  Oak  &  every  Timber  &  Futtock  to  Butt  &  Butt 
w‘**  a  square  Butt  &  no  Lefs  Scarf  then  4^  Foot  or  4  at 
Least. 

A  Good  Kelson  to  Run  from  Stem  to  Stern  &  a  Good 
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Knee  fixed  against  y®  Stern  Post;  y®  Foots  of  y®  Stern  «fe 
Bow  Timbers  to  be  well  chock’d  &  Boulted  &  a  Good 
broad  apron  on  y®  Stem  not  Lets  then  Then  Inches 
thick  w^*  2  Breast  Hooks  in  y®  Hould  one  pretty  low 
down  y®  other  to  Lodg  y®  Lower  deck  on  &  to  Come  well 
Round  y®  Bows  2  Breast  Hooks  between  decks,  one  in 
the  middle  y®  other  to  Lodg  the  Fore  Castle  Deck  on  to 
Come  well  Round  y®  Bows  &  arm’d  so  as  it  may  take  y® 
Nnckle  &  some  other  Timbers  in.  The  Quarter  &  Stern 
Timl/®  to  Rake  well  accoi'ding  to  Pleasure  w***  a  Good 
Transom  athoart  them  &  well  kneed  2  good  Hafs  peices 
forward  of  a  Good  thicknefs,  good  Timb’’  &  Long  Enough 
to  Run  Low  down  in  the  Bows  so  as  they  may  l)e  firm  & 
y®  Catt  Heads  to  Turn  from  y®  Hafs  peices  &  not  to  Lodg 
on  y®  Deck  ;  Lower  Deck  to  Lodg  on  y®  Transom  abaft 

6  the  Beams  to  be  11  Inches  thick  &  12  Broad  to  Round 

7  or  8  Inches  all  Double  Kneed  with  Knees  Grown  to 
their  Work  &  y®  Beams  4^  or  5  Foot  asunder  w“*  Ledges 
&  Garlands  in  proportion.  The  Beams  of  y®  upper  Deck 
to  Round  according  to  discretion  &  to  be  7J  Inches  thick 
&  10  Inch®  Broad  all  Double  Kneed  w‘'‘  Lodging  Knees 
Grown  to  their  Work.  Except  a  Good  Hanging  Knee  of 
each  side  at  y®  Bulk  Head  of  y®  foreCastle  &  halfe  Deck 
abaft,  the  Beams  4J  or  5  Foot  asunder  w‘**  Ledges  &  Gar¬ 
lands  in  proportion.  The  halfe  Deck  &  foreCastle  deck 
Beams  to  be  4J  Inches  thick  &  7  Inch®  Broad  to  Round 
according  to  discretion  all  Double  Kneed  w^**  Knees  Grown 
to  their  Work.  The  Ship  to  be  Plank’d  w^**  Good  VV' hite 
Oak  from  y®  Keele  to  y®  Bend  of  2J  Inch  thick  Except 
2  Streaks  of  3  Inch  <6;  one  of  Inch®  at  y®  point  of  y® 
Buldg.  one  Streak  of  3  Inch  &  one  of  3^  Inch  under  y® 
Bend.  2  Bends  one  on  Top  of  y®  other  9  Inches  Broad  & 

Thick  one  Streak  of  3  Inch  Plank  upon  Top  of  y® 
Bends  &  one  on  Top  of  that  of  2J  Inch  y®  Rest  2  Inch 
Plank  to  y®  Gunil  Except  a  Channell  Bend  of  8  Inches 
Broad  &  3^  Inch®  thick  to  Carry  a  Round  side  &  to  Tumble 
in  at  y®  Channell  Bend  &  then  turn  off  to  y®  Gunill  so  as 
to  make  a  Handsom  side  every  Streak  of  Plank  to  bo 
Work’d  fair  &  none  Broader  then  9  or  10  Inches  at  most. 

The  Ceiling  in  y®  Hould  &  between  decks  to  be  2  Inch 
White  Oak  Plank  Except  2  Streaks  of  2^  Inch  &  one  of 
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3  Inch  Plank  on  the  Rung  Heads  or  points  of  y®  Buldg  & 
one  of  Inch  y®  other  of  3  Inch  upon  Top  of  tliat  for 
Riseing  under  y®  Lower  Deck  one  of  Inch®  for  Rise- 
ing  und'^  y®  upper  Deck  &  one  of  2J  Inch  for  Spurcut 
riseing  on  y®  Lower  deck,  all  y®  planks  both  w“'  in  & 
w“*  out  to  be  free  from  sapp.  All  y®  Decks  to  be  Laid 
w***  full  2  or  2J  Inch  Deale  Plank  free  from  Sapp  &  a 
Good  Length  at  Least  30  Foot  Long  Except  a  2  or  2J 
Inch  Oak  Plank  for  Water  way  &  4  Inch  Oak  for  Part¬ 
ners  on  y®  Lower  Deck.  The  upper  deck  Waterways 
must  be  Thick  Oak  &  Gruff  down  so  as  to  make  a  Good 
Seam  above  y®  Deck,  y®  Partners  of  Oak  Plank  2^  Inch 
thick  both  before  &  abaft  &  y®  halfe  Deck  to  Run  aft  w“* 
a  Faire  Sheare  so  as  it  may  be  5  Foot  9  Inches  in  y®  Cabin 
under  y®  Beame  &  y®  Quick  Work  on  Top  of  y®  Deck  6 
or  7  Inches  high  &  7  or  8  on  y®  Fore  Castle  &  all  y® 
upper  deck  Plank  both  for  Main  &  halfe  Deck  to  Run  y® 
full  Length  of  y®  Deck  so  as  there  may  be  no  Butts. 

A  Good  false  Stern  Post  &  Rudder  &  ye  Counter  to  be 
Plank’d  w^*  good  2J  Inch  Oak  Plank  y®  Stern  w^**  2^  Inch 
Deale  Plank,  a  Good  Drum  headed  Capson  for  H  or  8 
Barrs  &  Fix’d  in  his  Place.  A  Good  Substantial!  Wind- 
list  &  Bitts  of  8  Inches  thick  &  18  or  19  Broad  &  fix’d 
up  high  Enough  from  y®  Deck  so  as  it  mayn’t  hinder  the 
Loop  Holes  in  y*  Bulk  Head  of  y®  Fore  Castle  under. 

A  Good  Head  Cutt  Water  &  Badges  w“‘  Top  Sail  Sheet 
Bitts  afore  &  abaft  &  those  before  to  go  d«)wn  to  y®  Lower 
deck  &  be  so  substantial  &  Strong  so  as  to  make  a  Gallows 
to  Step  y®  Bow  sprit  in  w®’’  must  be  well  Chock’d  both 
above  &  below.  To  find  Crofstrees  Trufsletrees  Anchor 
Stocks,  elects  for  y®  Yards  &  Masts  as  may  be  Wanting. 

A  Main  Hatch  Way  w^**  Hatches,  an  after  Hatchway 
w‘**  Hatches  &  Grateings  for  y®  halfe  Deck  &  Likewise  a 
Grateing  w***  high  Combings  for  y®  foreCastle,  a  small 
scuttle  to  go  down  out  of  y®  foreCastle,  another  abaft  in 
y®  Cabin  to  go  down  in  y®  Pt>wder  Roome  2  Ports  Cutt 
out  &  Hanged  through  y®  Counter  for  Stern  Chase  one  of 
each  side  in  y®  Cabbin  2  of  each  side  in  y®  Steridge  thes 
Ports  to  be  of  an  Equal  Distance  one  from  y®  olher  as 
neare  as  Can  be  &  to  be  between  20  &  24  Inches  from  y® 
Lower  Deck  all  of  y®  Same  heighth  as  y®  Gun  Carriges 
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may  serve  y®  one  as  well  as  y*  other  if  need  be  all 
Hanged  well  &  Lind  &  so  as  they  Shut  Close  &  Contrive 
so  as  they  don’t  Cutt  into  y®  Plank  thats  below  them  on 
y®  outside  But  that  y®  2  Streaks  above  y®  Bends  may  Run 
fair  along,  one  Port  to  be  Cutt  out  Rang’d  &  Lin’d  of  eacli 
side  of  y®  foreCaslIe  &  y®  Lower  Sell  to  be  so  as  it  may 
be  Cleare  of  y®  2  Streaks  above  y®  Bend,  a  Tiller  fitted 
to  y®  Rudder  a  Well  Built  in  y®  Hould  to  find  oakham  & 
be  well  Caulk’d  all  over  to  find  Pitch  &  a  Coate  of  White 
Stuff  for  her  bottome.  To  be  Truneld  w^**  good  dry  White 
Oak  well  Seasoned  'Prunels,  all  y®  'I'imber  &  Plank  to  be 
well  Season’d  &  that  Plank  thats  above  y“  Bends  must  be 
through  Dry  Sufficient  Timbers  Left  to  Come  through  ye 
Gunils  of  both  sides  fitt  to  belay  to  w“‘  Stantions  &  Rails 
for  a  Breast  Work  at  y®  Bulk  head  of  y®  halfeDeck  & 
Double  Timbers  fixed  to  Come  through  y®  gunil  of  each 
side  y®  halfe  Deck  so  as  to  make  Round  Ports  &  2  in  y® 
Starn  through  y®  Taferell  w®‘'  Timbers  of  each  side  to  be 
Strong  Enough  to  bare  a  Cable  if  it  should  be  put  out 
through  y®  Starn  as  it  will  sometimes  be ;  w‘'*  Good  Sub¬ 
stantial!  Rails  fix’d  on  them,  breast  high,  w‘''  Chestrees  & 
Sundry  other  things  as  maynt  be  heare  thought  of  &  may 
be  Wanting  all  finished  &  done  in  a  Workmanlike  man¬ 
ner  &  Ship  Built  to  Content. 

We  would  have  her  to  be  Built  so  as  she  may  be  a 
Flooty  Ship  and  not  to  draw  above  11 J  Foot  of  Water 
when  Loaden  if  Lefs  y®  better,  to  Sail  well  in  order  to, 
she  must  have  a  Cleane  Tail  Carried  Fair  without  Hollows 
&  a  Good  Entrance  w“'  a  Round  Harpin  to  keep  her  up  &  a 
Round  Taught  Body  so  as  she  may  Carry  Sail ;  &  be  Stiff* 
not  only  when  she  is  Loaden  but  at  her  Light  Water 
mark  ;  as  she  may  Shift  without  Ballast  if  Pofsilde  to  be 
done,  for  we  shall  want  her  to  Shift  in  Wild  Roads  &  w^** 
as  Little  Ballast  as  pofsible,  so  it  will  Suite  us  to  to  have 
a  Stiff  Shifting  Ship  w®*'  will  be  no  hindrance  to  her  Sailing. 
Wittnefs  our  Gallys  in  y®  Last  Warr  was  so,  &  Saild  as 
well  as  most  Ships  in  England  w®**  we  should  be  Glad  if 
this  did,  dont  forgett  to  rise  at  y®  middle  of  y®  Keele  afton 
Gradually  &  Fair  not  Quick  np  at  once  abaft;  &  as  we 
shall  send  a  Ship  over  w***  all  Materialls  so  we  shall  not 
Want  all  y®  Masts  &  yards  as  is  Common  but  you  may 
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ag^ree  for  to  have  them  as  Customary  &  w*  we  dont  take 
oblidwe  y*  Builder  to  alow  for. 

Mind  to  agree  that  2  Foot  of  y®  58  Foot  Keele  to  be 
given  in  as  if  it  was  out  of  y®  Rake,  w®**  is  Common  &  so 
US  we  may  pay  but  for  56  Foot  &  that  she  must  be  Fin¬ 
ished  &  Launched  in  all  August  at  farthest,  but  sooner  if 
Pofsible  &  Call’d  y®  Bristol  Merchant.  If  there  is  any¬ 
thing  amifs  in  these  Dementions  w®**  may  be  mended  & 
for  our  Interest  please  to  Lett  it  be  done  &  it  will  oblidge 

Jn®  Winne 

To  M'  Will™  Jones  Walt  Hawksworthy 

In  Bristol 

To  Forward  to  his  Friend  in 
Boston  p®  first  opportunity 
to  New  England. 
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MUSTER  ROLL. '  CAPT.  MOSES  TITCOMBS  COMPANY. 


The  Muster  Roll  of  the  Compiiny  Inlisted  for  his  Majesties  Service 
In  the  Intended  Expedition  againft  Cape  Breton  under  the  Command 
of  Cap‘  mofes  Titcomb  of  Newbury  February  26***  1744. 


AGES 

CONDITION 

BIRTHS 

RESIDENCE 

Mofes  Titcomb 

Cap‘ 

Newbury 

Newbury 

Sam“  Greenough 

Leiu‘ 

Newbury 

Newbury 

Beamsly  Glover 

Lelu‘ 

Ipfwich 

Newbury 

Jacob  Titcomb 

36 

2”  Leiutenant 

Newbury 

Ditto 

- Knight 

28 

sergeant 

Newbry 

Ditto 

Stephen  Sweett 

45 

coporeal 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Rowland  Stockman 

27 

coperaell 

falbury 

Ditto 

Stephen  atkinfon 

24 

folldier 

Newbury 

Newbury 

Jofeph  Knight 

22 

folidier 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Jacob  trne 

19 

apprn 

falilbury 

Ditto 

John  Horbard 

22 

Ditto 

amlfbery 

Ditto 

Benj*.  Titcomb  Ju 

20 

Ditto  Som 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Nath”  Little 

22 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Sam”  Lowell 

19 

Ditto  Serv‘ 

amefbnry 

Ditto 

Daniel  Plumer 

46 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 
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> 

o 

M 

OD 

CONDITION 

BIRTHS 

RESIDENCE 

Jofeph  Eaton 

32 

Ditto 

hamptown 

Ditto 

Rich'i  Hale  Jun 

24 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Philip  march 

17 

Ditto  Serv* 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mofes  Hoyle 

28 

Ditto 

ami  our)' 

Ditto 

Jofeph  ftevens  Ju^ 

28 

Ditto  Clerk 

Newbury 

Ditio 

John  Collby 

18 

Ditto  Soil! 

Amsbury 

Ditto 

Richard  Carr 

20 

Ditto  Serv‘ 

falisbury 

Ditto 

Johnfon  Lunt  Ju' 

19 

Ditto  Serv‘ 

York 

Ditto 

Oliver  Goodridge 

22 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Enoch  ftickney 

22 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Daniel  Lunt  Ju'' 

21 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Jofeph  Cheney 

39 

Ditto 

Cambridge 

Ditto 

Enoch  fweett 

23 

Ditto 

Newbury 
Lumerick  (?) 
Ireland 

Ditto 

roartim  Ayers 

24 

Ditto 

Ditto 

John  march  3th 

20 

apprentice 

falisbury 

Ditto 

Nath"  march 

21 

folidier 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Jofeph  Rowell 

20 

appentice 

Amfbury 

Ditto 

Will™  Perkins 

19 

appentice 

life  of  Ihonls 

Ditto 

Thomas  Boardman 

19 

apprentice 

Neubuy 

Ditto 

Sam".  Todd 

21 

foldier 

Ditto 

Ditto 

John  Stan  wood 

22 

Ditto 

Amfbury 

Ditto 

Matthew  Pettingell 

21 

Ditto 

Newbury 

Ditto 

David  Dufton 

23 

Ditto 

Haverhill 

Ditto 

James  Beverly 

22 

Ditto 

Andover 

haverhill 

Benjamin  Prefer 

22 

Ditto 

Amfbury 

Newbury 

John  Harris 

19 

apprentice 

Ipfwich 

Ditto 

Benjamin  fwett 

18 

Ditto  ferv‘ 

Newbury 

Ditto 

Joliah  merrill 

24 

folidier 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Jofeph  Hobson 

19 

foldier 

Ditto 

Ditto 

John  Couch 

17 

foin 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ebeneser  Beal 

18 

fom 

York 

York 

John  Flood 

50 

foldr 

Newbury 

hamptown 

andrew  Peirce 

29 

Ditto 

York 

Newbury 

Jonatiian  fhatfwell 

35 

Ditto 

ipfwich 

Newbury 

Eliphalet  Noyes 

21 

Ditto 

Newbry 

Ditto 

Giles  Harris 

20 

apprentice 

Ipfwich 

Newbury 

John  Dole  Ju’’ 

36 

folider 

Newbry 

Ditto 

Benja.  Woodman  Ju 

28 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
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PETITION  RELATING  TO  A  DIVISION  IN  THE  SALISBURY 
CHURCH. 

January  y®  31®'  1743-4. 

Revrend  fir 

we  the  fubfcribers  being  Members  of  the  first  Church 
of  Chrift  in  falisbury  and  under  your  Care  and  Charge  as 
our  paftor :  and  are  very  Miicth  Concerned  for  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  this  Church :  and  are  very  Much 
Greaved  for  the  diforders  y*  are  prevailing  amonglt  us 
and  therefore  would  bare  our  teftimony  agaynft  them  and 
pertickiilerly  agaynft  y®  diforders  of  many  of  our  Comun- 
ion  that  Inftead  of  afscmbling  themfelves  in  the  houfe  of 
God  hear  for  to  hear  his  word  preched  on  the  Saboth 
days :  pafs  by  it  or  remoue  from  it  although  they  Hue 
Near  it  and  travill  over  to  Newbury  to  hear  Jofeph  Adams 
preach  that  great  disturber  of  the  Churches  in  Caufing 
divisions  Among  them  w®**  we  think  as  y®  apoftle  faith 
ought  to  be  Markt  and  avoided  :  but  More  Efpecialy  we 
are  grived  for  and  offended  with  feveral  of  the  brethren 
of  this  church  for  Inviting  and  InCuraging  Adams  to 
Come  over  and  preach  in  their  houfes  hear  without  your 
approbation  and  Contrary  to  your  Mind  and  the  major 
part  of  this  Church  therefore  we  pray  that  you  would  warn 
a  Church  ISIeeting  that  we  may  labour  to  convince  them 
y‘  we  are  offended  w'**  of  their  error  and  y®  divifions  and 
Contentions  they  are  very  likely  to  make  in  this  Church 
by  their  diforderly  proceedings  in  InCourging  Adams  to 
preach  hear  w'''out  your  Content  w®**  practice  the  minif- 
ters  in  y®  province  have  bore  a  publik  teftimony  agaynft 
and  if  our  Brethren  will  be  Convinced  of  these  diforders 
and  reform  them  we  hope  we  fhall  Enjoy  peace  and  love 
in  this  Church  :  but  if  they  perfift  in  them  we  fhall  look 
upon  them  as  diforderly  walkers  and  to  be  dealt  with  as 
fuch  :  and  we  further  bare  our  teftimony  agaynft  any  min- 
ifters  preaching  in  onr  parish  w^'out  the  approbation  of 
onr  minifter  and  y'  no  man  y*  has  not  had  a  libirall  educa¬ 
tion  preach  or  exhort  in  a  publick  manner  in  our  parrish 
without  the  Confent  of  y®  minifter  &  Church  and  we  fur¬ 
ther  bare  our  folomn  teftimony  agaynft  all  fin  and  Imor- 
ality  and  that  if  any  member  of  this  church  fhall  be  guilty 
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of  lying  ftealing  fwearing  drnnkenes  or  faboth  Brakeing 
or  any  other  great  tranfgresion  and  it  Can  be  proved  he 
fhall  appear  before  y®  Church  and  be  publickly  admon- 
ilhed  and  if  any  refufe  fo  to  do  they  fhall  be  denied  the 
facrement :  this  our  teftimony  we  refolve  to  ftand  too  by 
y®  help  of  God  fo  far  as  lys  in  our  power  for  the  fuppref- 
ing  of  fin  and  diforder  in  our  Church — 

W“  Bradbury  Wm  Carr  Nathanael  ffitts 

Rich'^'*  walker  John  Weed  georg  Brown 

Natha“  Brown  Richad  Fitts  John  Buswell 

matthew  Petti ngell  John  Alien  Caleb  Cufhing  Jun*^ 

Thomas  fellows  Nathaniel  Easman  Mofes  Merrill  ju. 
Robat  Carr  Richard  Long  Ebenezer  Brown 

John  Stevens  Mofef  Merrill  Daniel  fitts 

Isaac  Buswel  Elias  Pike  Timothy  Townsend 

John  pike 
Henry  Eaton 
Stephen  Merrill 

CoflSn  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  92. 


GUN  LIST  CAPT  SAMi-  GERRISH’S  COMPANY. 

Reed  of  Cap*  Sam"  Gerrifh  Sixty  two  Guns,  as  witnis 
our  Hands. 

Castle  William  April  y®  28***  1759 

Abraham  Swett 
Samuel  Dauford 
John  Lakeman 
Joseph  fofter 
Nathaniel  Howard 
David  Perkins 

hil  mark 

Thomas  X  Ingcanks 
Parker  Pillfbery 
Elias  Cheney 
Joseph  Stanwood 
Nathaniel  noyes 
John  flood 
Stephen  Noyes 
Nehimmlah  noyes 


David  Jaquis 
Enoch  Thurfton 
Samuel  Bayley 
Samuel  Gardner 
Joseph  Coker 
Makepace  Colby 
Solmon  Aubin 
Thomas  Williams 
Nathan  Poore 
Samuel  Pike 
Ichabod  Colby 
James  Smith 
Jonathan  Godfrey 
Samuel  Dnmmer 
Samuel  Gerrifh 
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Benjamin  Stickney 
Moses  Dowin 
Stephen  Peirce 
Henry  Peirce 
Aaron  Cheever 
Stephen  Baly 
Jacob  Currier 
Thomas  Pike 
Henry  Greenleaf 
John  Chafe 
Ezekiel  hardee 
Richard  danders 
Thomas  Noyes 
Samuei  Lowel 
Jofeph  lluffell 
m'  Simon  Page 


John  gould 

Ezek'  mighili 

Samuel  Curler 

William  Noyes 

Benjamin  Emery 

William  Samson  his  mark  X 

Enoch  Poor 

Stephen  Clark 

Mofes  Poor 

Samuel  Colby  his  mark  X 
William  Turner  his  mark  X 
Perker  Cooper  his  mark  X 
Reuben  mace 
Sargeant  Wead 
John  Hutchins 
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CORONERS  INQUEST,  OVER  BODY  OF  JOSEPH  FLOOD. 

Esex  S  S-  An  Inquisitian  Indented  &  taken  at  New¬ 
bury  within  3^  Sd  CounU’^  of  Esex  on  y®  Twenty  fourth 
Day  of  may  in  y®  Thirtyth  Year  of  his  Majestys  Reign 
George  y®  Second  by  y®  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Brittain 
&c  —  liefore  Samuel  Grecnlief  Gent“,  one  of  y®  Coroners 
of  Sd  Lord  y®  King  within  y®  County  of  Efex  afores** 
Upon  a  view  of  y®  Body  of  Jofeph  Flood  juner  of  New¬ 
bury  afore  S'*  then  &  there  being  dead  —  by  the  Oaths  of 
Joseph  Coffin  Timothy  Tapan  Samuel  Pierce  Benjamin 
Colman  Thomas  Pierce  Nathaniel  Clement  Isaac  Noyes 
Joseph  Rufsel  Enoch  Pettingal  John  Stickney  Stephen 
Goodwin  Daniel  Knight  Samuel  Tapan  Daniel  Emery, 
Good  &  Lawfull  men  of  Newbury  afores^  within  y®  County 
afores^  who  being  Charged  &  Sworn  to  Enquire  for  our 
s'*  Lord  y*  King  when  &,  by  what  meens  &  how  y®  S^ 
Jofeph  Flood  Came  to  his  Deth  upon  their  Oaths  do  say 
that  he  by  Towing  a  Log  down  a  Creek  Called  Little  Pine 
Island  Creek  in  Newbury  Endeavouring  to  pufh  off  y® 
Log  from  a  Steep  Bank  Accidentaly  Slipt  his  hold  &  So 
fell  into  y®  Creek  Where  he  was  Unfortunately  Drowned, 
as  wee  Suppofe  by  y®  best  of  our  Judgments, 

And  so  y®  Jurors  Aforesd  Say  upon  their  Oaths  that 
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y«  AtoreS**  Jofeph  Flood  juner  in  maner  &  form  Afores** 
was  Kill**  or  came  to  his  Deth  by  his  own  Cafulty  &  mis¬ 
fortune 


Jofeph  CoflSn 
Timothy  Tapan 
Samuel  Pierce 
Benjamin  Colman 
Thomas  Pierce 
Nathaniel  Clement 
Isaac  Noyes 


Jofeph  Rufsel 
Enoch  Pettingal 
John  Stickney 
Stephen  Goodwin 
Daniel  Knight 
Samuel  Tapan 
Daniel  Emery 
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INLISTMENT  CERTIFICATE,  1759. 

I  Joseph  Pettingill  do  acknowledge  to  have  voluntarily 
inlifted  myfelf  as  a  private  Soldier  to  ferve  His  Majefty 
King  GEORGE  in  the  prefent  Expedition  forming  for  the 
Invafion  of  CANADA.  As  Witnefs  my  Hand  this  thirty 
first  Day  of  March  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1759. 

Efsex  County  >  2“*^  Reg*  Jofeph  Pettingell 

Ap'  1759  S 

These  are  to  (’ertify,  That  Joseph  Pettingell 

Aged  Thirty  Two  Years,  born  in  Newbury  came  before 
me,  one  of  His  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
faid  County,  and  acknowledged  to  have  voluntarily  in- 
lifted  himfelf  to  ferveHis  Majefty  King  GEORGE  the  Sec¬ 
ond,  in  the  above  service  :  And  that  he  acknowledged  he 
had  heard  read  unto  him  the  Second  and  Sixth  Sections 
of  the  Articles  of  Wiir  againft  Mutiny  and  Defertion  and 
took  the  Oath  of  Fidelity,  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of 
War.  And  that  he  had  received  of  Col’  Joseph  Gerrish 
Eight  Pounds  two  Shillings  the  Bounty  allowed  by  the 
General  Court.  Sworn  before 

Charles  Peirce 
CoflSn  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  123. 
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SCHOOL  IN  BYFIELD. 

Newbury  April  y®  1760. 

W e  the  Subscribers  hereby  Promife  to  pay  or  Caufe  to 
be  paid,  unto  Jofhua  Noyes  Jun’’  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds, 
for  his  Keeping  a  private  School  in  Byfield,  at  the  Houfe 
of  AP  Samuel  Adams,  for  the  Space  of  three  Months ; 
which  Sum  is  to  be  paid  by  us  in  proportion  to  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Scholars  we  Shall  Sign  for. 

Subscribers 

Henry  Adams  3  Schollars 
Samuel  Adams  3  Scholars 
Samuel  Longfellow  1  Scholar 
Mofes  Hale  1  Scholar 
Richard  Dummer  1  Scholar 
Daniel  Stickney  one  Scholar 
Mofes  Parfons  Three  Scholars 
John  Frazer  one  Scholar 
Daniel  Chewte  one  Sholar 
Mofes  Woodman  2 
John  Thorler  2  Scholors 
John  Adams  one  Scholor. 

Jofhua  Noyes  one  Scholar. 

Coffin  Papers.  Vol.  i,  pp.  128. 


MUSTER  ROLL.  COL.  JOSEPH  COFFIN. 

The  Following  Soldiers  Enlisted  in  his  Majesties  Ser¬ 
vices  in  y®  year  1761  were  mustered  Attested  &  paid  the 
Several  Sums  afllxed  to  tlieir  Names  by  Col'  Joseph 
CoflSn,  as  follows  viz. 


Joseph  Leavitt 

5-5-4 

David  Heth 

5-5-4 

John  George 

5-5-4 

Joseph  Cresey 

5-5-4 

John  Row 

5-5-4 

Truman  March 

5-5-4 

JOSHUA  COFFIN  PAPERS. 


157 


William  Wentworth 

5-5-4 

Phinehas  Bagley 

5-5-4 

Jonathan  Quinby 

5-5-4 

Roger  Blasedill 

5-5-4 

Hezekiah  Marsh 

5-5-4 

John  Hutthins 

5-5-4 

Caleb  Stickney 

5-5-4 

William  Graves 

5-5-4 

Joseph  Elliot 

5-5-4 

Richard  Goodwin 

9-0-0 

Edw*^  Bishop 

9-0-0 

Nath"  Hodgskins 

0-6-0 

Samuel  Bay  ley 

9-0-0 

Ebenezer  Flood 

9-0-0 

Francis  Johnson 

9-0-0 

David  Perkins 

9-0-0 

Enoch  Boyd 

9-0-0 

John  Perkins 

9-0-0 

17-13-0 

John  Call 

9-0-0 

11-  2-4 

Joseph  Knight 

9-0-0 

28-15-4 

John  Hidden 

9-0-0 

William  Hogen 

9-0-0 

John  Gould 

9-0-0 

15-  0-0 

Jon^.  Osgood 

5-5-4 

2-6 

John  Kindrick 

5-5-4 

15-  2-6 

Solomon  Carr 

5-5-4 

3  12 

money 

£  212-2-0 

17-13  0  to  Coffin  to  be  paid  by  Co'.  Grerrifh 


Cofl9n  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  132. 


BOND  FREEING  A  SLAVE. 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents  that  I  Sarah  Weed  of 
Newbury  in  the  County  of  Efsex  Widow  am  held  to  stand 
firmly  bound  &  obliged  unto  Jofhua  Noyes:  Mofes 
Sawyer :  Sergent  Smith :  Richard  Adams  &  Thomas 
Noyes  :  Selectmen  and  Treafurer  of  Newbury. 
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Selectmen  of  said  Town  of  Newbury  &  Treafurer  of 
the  fame  Town  &  their  Succefsors  in  said  office  of  Treas¬ 
urer  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of  fifty  Pounds  lawfull  Money 
to  be  paid  unto  the  said  Treasurer  of  said  Newbury,  their 
succefsors  in  said  office  of  Treasurer  or  afsigns  to  which 
Payment  well  &  truly  to  be  made  I  bind  myfelf  my  Heirs 
Executors  &  administrators  firmly  by  these  Presents 
Sealed  with  my  Seal  this  Twenty  Second  Day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  Majesty’s  Keign  annoque 
Domini  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  &  fixty  eight. 

The  Condition  of  the  present  Obligation  is  fuch  that 
whereas  the  said  Sarah  is  about  to  liberate  <6;  make  free 
her  Negro  Man  Slave  named  Joel  &  it  is  required  by  a  Law 
of  this  Province  that  security  shall  be  given  to  the  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Town  where  fuch  Perfon  dwells  as  is  about  to 
make  free  any  Negro  or  Molatto  Slave  that  the  same  shall 
not  be  chargeable  to  the  Town  if  therefore  the  said  Sarah 
her  Heirs  Executors  or  administrators  fhall  secure  &  in¬ 
demnify  the  said  Town  of  Newbury  for  or  about  the  said 
Joel  in  Case  he  shall  by  sicknefs  Lamenefs  or  otherwise 
be  rendered  uncapable  to  fupport  himlelf  then  this  Obli¬ 
gation  to  be  void  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  Effect. 
Signed  Sealed  &  delivered 
In  Presence  of  us  the  words  "  her 
Heirs  Executors  or  Administrators  ” 
being  interlined  before  sealing. 

And  Treafurer.  Sarah  Weed 

Sarah  Peirce  [seal] 

Jofeph  Willet 

Coffin  Papers,  Vol.  i,  pp.  141. 


NON-IMPORTATION  AGREEMENT,  NEWBURY,  1770. 

Whereas  it  evidently  appears  to  be  absolutely  Necefsary 
for  y®  Political  welfare  of  this  Province  to  Discourage  & 
by  all  Lawful  Means  Endeavour  to  prevent  y®  Transporta¬ 
tion  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain,  &  Encourage  Industry, 
Oeconomy  &  Manufactures  amongst  our  Selves 
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We  therefore,  y®  Subfcribers  being  Willing  to  Contrib¬ 
ute  our  Mite  for  the  Publick  Good,  do  hereby  promise  & 
Engage  to  &  with  each  other.  That  we  will  as  much  as  in 
us  lies  promote  &  Encourge  y®  use  &  Consumption  of  all 
useful  Articles  Manufactured  in  this  Province,  &  that  we 
will  not  (Knowingly)  on  any  pretence  whatever,  purchase 
any  Goods  of,  or  have  any  Concerns  by  way  of  Trade 
with  John  Bernard,  James  McMasters,  Patrick  McMas- 
ters,  John  Mein,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  William  Jackfon, 
Theophelus  Lillie,  John  Taylor,  And  Ame  Elizabeth 
Cummin,  All  of  Boston,  or  Israel  Williams  Efq'^&  fonof 
Hatfield,  or  Henry  Barns  of  Marlborough,  or  any  Perfon 
acting  by  or  under  them  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever  that  fhall  or  may  import 
Goods  from  Great  Britain  contrary  to  y®  Agrement  of  y® 
United  Body  of  Merchants,  or  of  any  Perfons  that  pur¬ 
chases  of  or  Trades  with  them,  or  any  of  them  y®  f*^  Im¬ 
porters  before  a  General  Importation  takes  place  (Debts 
l)efore  Contracted  only  excepted.) 

And  if  it  doth  or  may  hereafter  appear,  that  there  is 
any  Ship  Builder  in  New’bury  Port,  or  any  other  Town 
wherefoever  in  New  Plngland,  that  has  so  little  Regard  for 
y*  Publick  welfare,  as  to  undertake  to  Build  any  Ship 
Schooner,  or  Sea-faring  Vefsel  for  any  Foreigner ;  or  any 
other  Perfon  And  takes  y®  pay  for  y®  Same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  in  Goods  Imported  Contrary  to  y®  Agreement  of 
f*  Merchants,  We  promise  &  Engage  not  to  have  any  Con¬ 
nection  by  way  of  Trade  &  Commerce  (Debts  before 
Contracted  only  excepted)  with  any  Such  Ship  Builder, 
nor  fell  them  any  Materials  for  Building  any  fuch  Vefsels. 
But  we  will  look  upon  all  fuch  Ship  Builders  (as  well  as 
Importers  &  Traders  with  Importers)  as  perfons  Diftitute 
of  y®  Principles  of  Common  Humanity  (Sway’d  only  by 
their  own  Private  Interest)  Enemies  to  their  Country  & 
worthy  of  Contempt.  And  whereas  a  great  part  of  y®  Rev¬ 
enue  arising  by  virtue  of  y®  Act  of  Parliament,  is  pro¬ 
duc’d  from  the  Duty  paid  on  Tea.  We  do  therefore 
Solemnly  Promise  not  to  ])urchase  any  Foreign  Tea,  or 
Suffer  it  to  be  us’d  in  our  Families  upon  any  Account  un¬ 
till  y®  !•*  Revenue  Acts  are  Repeal’d  or  a  General  Impor- 
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tation  takes  place,  and  we  will  each  one  of  us,  as  we  have 
proper  Opportunitys  Recotnmend  to  all  perfons  to  do  y® 
lame.  And  we  do  hereby  of  our  Own  free  will  &  Accord 
Solemnly  promise  to  &  with  Each  Other,  That  will  with¬ 
out  Evafion  or  Equivocation  Faithfully  &  truly  Keep  «&; 
Observe  all  that  is  above  written.  And  whofoever  fhall  or 
may  Sign  these  Articles,  And  afterwards  (Knowingly) 
break  y®  fame  fhall  by  us  be  esteem’d  as  a  Covenant 
Breaker,  an  Enemy  to  his  Country,  a  Friend  to  flavery. 
Deferring  Contempt. 

All  &  Singular  of  these  Articles  to  Continue  &  Remain 
in  Force  untill  y®  f**  Acts  be  Repeal’d,  or  a  General  Im¬ 
portation  takes  place. 

As  Witnefs  our  Hands 

Newbury  March  13, 1770 


Richard  Adams 
Samuel  Thorla 
Mary  Secomb 
John  Thorla 
Joihua  Noyes 
Sam"  Sawyer 
Robert  Adams  iu* 
Abraham  Adams 
Israel  Adams 
Liphe  Adams 
John  Adams 
Edmund  Adams 
Mofes  Little 
Sam'  Gerrish 


Joshua  Coffin 
Cutting  Lunt 
John  Moody 
Rich.  Adams  sr 
James  Bay  ley 
Samuel  Noyes 
George  Thurla 
Abraham  Thurla 
Mofes  Adams 
John  Noyes 
Mofes  Gerrifh 
Paul  Gerrifh 
Jofeph  Gerrish 


Silas  Rogers 
Jacob  Gerrish 
Stephen  Gerrish 
Samuel  Adams 
Abraham  Adams  Jun*^ 
Joseph  Adams  Jun'' 
John  Frazer 
William  Dummer 
Stephen  Kent 
Abraham  Adams 
Silas  Adams 
Nathaniel  Adams 
William  Grant 
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REGIMENTAL  ORDERS,  1776. 

Regimental  Orders. 

Profpect  Hill  25"'  July  1775 
Lieu*  Col.  Baldwin  it  is  expected  that  you  will  agree¬ 
able  to  general  Orders  take  Post  at  Maiding  to  command 
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the  following  Companies  m  their  several  stations  viz 
Richard  Dodge  Barnabas  Dodge  and  Sprague  Captains  at 
Chelfea  alfo  Cap  Linsey  deftined  to  the  same  place  to  re¬ 
lievo  Capt  Rogers  who  is  to  repair  immediatel}'^  to  Maid¬ 
ing  in  the  Room  of  Cap*^ -  belonging  to  the  late 

Col  Gardners  Regiment  and  occupy  the  s'^  Cap'*®  Post 
You  are  likewife  to  take  in  your  Command  Cap*  John 
Wood’s  Company  who  is  to  repair  to  Medford  and  supply 
the  port  that  Cap*  Hall  of  s'*  Col  Gardners  Regiment  now 
occupies.  All  such  Intelligence  as  j'ou  shall  think  avan- 
tageous  to  the  service  is  from  day  to  day  to  be  given  to 
the  General. 


Sir 

You  are  hereby  Ordered  and  Directed  to  Hold  your¬ 
self  and  the  Regiment  Under  your  Command  inReadinefs 
to  March  at  a  Aloments  Warning  from  me  or  y®  Maj*" 
(ieneral  that  Such  of  them  as  May  be  Drawn  Out  By  a 
Fi>rmor  Order  for  y®  Defonc  of  their  Country  to  the  place 
they  may  Be  Or*lered  Without  the  Leaft  Delay  Here  of  you 
may  not  fail 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Ipfwich  May  y®  20***  1776 
To  (’ol“  Daniel  Spaflbrd  Efq® 

Michial  Farley  Brigd 
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MUSTEK  llOLL,  CAPT.  STEPHEN  KENT’S  COMPANY. 

A  Muster  Roll  of  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  in  the  Company 
commanded  by  Capt"  Stephen  Kent  raised  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Sea  Coast  in  the  County  of  Essex  &  Colony  [of  the 
Mafsachufetts  Bay  &  Stationed  in  Newbury  from  the  first 
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Day  of  November  to  the  Ninth  Day  of  December  1775 
inclufively  being  the  Time  they  were  discharged  from  the 
Service. 


NAMES.  1 

I 

' 

RANK.  1 

TIME  IN  SERVICE. 

MONTH.  DAYS. 

WAGES  DUE. 

Stephen  Kent 

Captain 

1 

•• 

11 

£7..  8..C 

Dudley  Colman 

1"*  Lieu*  1 

1 

(( 

11 

4..1'J..0 

Richard  Petti  ngell 

2'*  Lieut 

1 

kt 

11 

4..  0..74 

Daniel  Knight 

Sitrjeant 

1 

“ 

11 

3..  0..G 

Jolin  Pearfon 

Sarj* 

1 

(( 

11 

3..  0..« 

Josiah  Goodrich 

Sarj’* 

1 

11 

3..  0..f. 

Hezekiah  Goodline 

Sarj’t 

1 

“ 

11 

3..  O-.C 

Parker  Jaques 

Corporal 

1 

11 

2. .15 

John  Hidden 

Corp' 

1 

11 

2..  15 

Ebenezer  Brown 

Corp' 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  15 

Edward  Swazey 

('orp' 

1 

11 

2..  15 

Samuel  Pearfon 

Drummer 

1 

11 

2.. 15 

George  Blunt 

Fifer 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  15 

Bank  &  File. 

Joseph  Lunt 

1 

(( 

11 

2..  11..0 

Enoch  Hale 

I 

(4 

11 

2.. 

Andrew  Stickney 

1 

“ 

11 

2  .  D.-C 

James  Satt’ord 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  'J..0 

Mofes  Aker 

1 

11 

2..  !»..« 

Isaac  Tilton 

1 

11 

2..  It-.C 

Ebenezer  Moody 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  o..(: 

Joseph  Poor 

t 

1 

44 

11 

2..  !>..« 

John  Sweat 

1 

44 

11 

2..  ;>..o 

David  Boynton 

1 

1 

44 

11 

2..  O.  C 

Samuel  Petti  ngell 

1 

“ 

1 1 

2.. 

Isaac  Adams 

1 

1 1 

2.. 

Josiah  Pettingell 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  !>..« 

Joseph  Allen 

1 

44 

11 

2..  !>..« 

William  Bayley 

1 

“ 

11 

2..  !»  .0 

Rich'*  Flanders 

* 

1 

1 1 

2..  !)..(! 

Stephen  Mitchell 

1 

4 

11 

2  .  U..0 

Daniel  Knight  JuiP 

1 

k 

11 

2..  'J-.C 

John  Dole 

1 

11 

2.. 

William  Brown 

1 

11 

2..  »..C 
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NAMES. 

RANK. 

TIME  IN  SERVICE. 

MONTH.  DAYS. 

WAGES  DUE. 

Silas  Dole 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

Caleb  James 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

John  Cheever 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

David  Stickney 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

John  Bly 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9.  6 

Benj»  Woodwell 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

Elias  Cook 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..r> 

Amos  Stickney 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

Benj*  Jackman 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

Benj*  Maine 

1  ‘ 

11 

2..  9..6 

Cutting  Pettingell 

1  ‘ 

11 

2.,  9..6 

David  Stickney 

0  ‘ 

6 

1..13..7 

£123..14..2i 
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PETITION  FROM  SELECTMEN  OF  NEWBURY  ON  MILITARY 
AFFAIRS,  1776. 

To  the  honourable  Council  &  houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  State  of  y®  Mafsachufetts-Bay,  in  Genr*  Court 
afsembled  ;  may  it  pleafe  your  hour®. 

We  the  fubfcribers,  Select-men  of  y®  Town  of  New¬ 
bury,  beg  leave  to  addrefs  your  hour®  by  way  of  Remon- 
itrance  &  Petition  givig  you  a  jult  relation  of  feveral 
Facts,  the  truth  whereof  we  are  ready  to  make  appear,  & 
which  we  humbly  conceive  to  be  grievances,  which  noth¬ 
ing  but  a  mifundentang  of  the  matters  related,  would 
have  prevailed,  with  the  honorable  Court,  to  have  sub¬ 
jected  us  unto.  On  the  19‘'*  day  of  April  AD.  1775. 
our  minutemen  «S;  others  were  called  upon  to  march  to  y® 
afsiitance  of  our  diltrefs  Brethren  at  Cambridge ;  on  y®  20‘** 
day,  of  the  fame  month,  we  followed  them  witli  provifion 
necefsary  for  their  support : —  In  about  two  days  after 
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they  arrived  at  Cambridge,  they  informed  us  that  they  had 
received  our  provifion  in  plenty,  but  were  obliged  to  eat 
it  uncooked,  they  being  deftitute  of  Kettles  to  cook  it  in. 
whereupon  your  Remonftrants  &  petitioners  procured 
nineteen  tin  Kettles,  ten  Coflee  pots  &  feventeen  Sauce¬ 
pans,  all  amounting  to  the  value  of  three  pounds,  eleven 
Shillings  &  five  pence,  &  delivering  them  to  the  Captains 
of  the  two  minute  companies,  belonging  to  Newbury,  we 
received  their  receipts  for  the  same.  The  Commifsary  & 
Committee  of  Supplies  refufed  to  pay  us  for  y®  Kettles, 
Coflee  pots.  Sauce  pans  or  our  trouble ;  altho’  we  were 
at  the  expence  of  both  the  above  mentioned  Captains  from 
Newbury  Going  to  the  Commifsarys  oflice,  at  Cambridge, 
&  to  the  8*^  Committee  alfo,  before  whom  were  produced 
Receipts  that  the  above  s*^  articles  were  received  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony,  yet  no  payment  was  made.  We  then 
petitioned  the  Genr*  Court  of  the  Colony  for  the  Payment 
of  the  same,  fending  the  receipts  from  the  Captains,  as 
vouchers  in  our  favor ;  but  for  reafons  unknown  to  us, 
were  denied  y®  Payment  of  the  same. 

In  obedience  to  a  Refolve  of  Congrefs  bearing  date  y® 
23'’'^  of  April  A.D.  1775  ordering  us  to  provide  Blankets 
for  the  non  commifsioued  oflicers  &  Soldiers  in  the  prov¬ 
ince  Service  lielongiug  to  this  particular  Town  :  &  Blan¬ 
kets  being  inpi*ocurable  of  the  Merchants  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Towns,  we  were  obliged  to  get  them  or  at  leaft  a  great 
part  of  them  in  particular  Families,  one  or  two  in  a  place, 
in  different  parts  of  the  Town  ;  this  necefsitated  us  to  ex¬ 
pend  much  of  our  time ;  we  have  alfo  obey’d  the  feveral 
orders  of  Congrefs  so  far  as  was  in  our  power,  fuch  as 
procuring  clothing  for  the  Army,  the  urgent  necefsity  of 
which  obliged  us  to  fend  the  s*^  clothing  at  three  different 
times,  at  two  of  which  the  clothing  was  collected  in  fmall 
quantities  from  more  than  two  hundred  places  in  different 
parts  of  the  Town,  the  collecting  of  which  we  doubt  not 
but  you  are  fenfible  muft  coft  us  much  Time,  fatigue  & 
care.  We  have  endeavored  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 
to  obey  the  orders -for  Pork,  Beans,  Vinegar  &c.  The 
several  articles  of  Blanketing,  Provision  &  Clothing  we 
have  fent  to  the  feveral  places  mentioned  in  our  orders. 
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to  the  value  of  feven  hundred  &  one  pounds.  For  col¬ 
lecting  the  above  articles,  making  out  proper  Bills  to  the 
feveral  Committees,  or  perfons  ordered  to  receive  them, 
for  receiving  the  money,  &  paying  it  out  in  fuch  very 
small  quantities,  &  for  our  time  &  expence  in  peiforming 
the  same,  we  petitioned  the  Great  &  Gen‘  Court  of  this 
State  to  allow  us  two  &  an  half  per  Cent  Commifsions ;  but 
were  denied,  altho’  the  same  hf)norable  Court  af  we  are 
euformed  has  feen  fit  to  allow  five  per  Cent  Commifsions 
to  Gentlemen  at  Newbury-Port  for  Service  done  within 
the  fmall  compafs  of  that  Town.  And  now  may  it  pleafe 
your  honr®  we  petition  &  requeft  you  that  a  revifion  of 
thefe  matters  may  fpeedlly  take  place :  &  we  would  fur¬ 
thermore  requeft  your  attention  to  certain  other  griev¬ 
ances  of  a  later  date  :  by  an  order  of  Congrefs  bearing  date 
y*  9***  day  of  May  A.D.  1775.  we  were  ordered  to  hire 
Guns  for  the  ufe  of  the  Army  &  to  take  Bills  of  the  per¬ 
fons  lending  s*^  Guns,  &  receipts  of  the  Soldiers  who  re¬ 
ceived  them  &  to  render  the  same  to  the  Committee  of 
Supplies  :  we  were  to  promife  6/  for  the  ufe  of  each  Gun,  & 
Payment  for  them  if  not  returned.  In  compliance  with 
the  s*^  Order,  we  borrowed  four  Guns  taking  Bills  of  the 
perfons  lending  &  receipts  of  thofe  Soldiers  who  received 
them  &  fent  them  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies  together 
with  the  price  of  each  Gun,  expecting  them  to  be  returned 
with  the  hire,  or  paid  for  according  to  order. 

After  the  Rolls  for  that  campaign  were  made  up  we 
were  called  upon  for  thofe  Guns  which  we  had  borrowed 
and  being  informed  that  the  Soldiers,  to  whom  s'*  Guns 
were  delivered,  had  inlifted  into  the  continental  Service, 
&  that  they  had  drawn  arms  out  of  the  Store ;  we  then 
hired  a  man  &  fent  to  know  whether  s^  Guns  were  taken 
into  the  Store,  &  our  mefsenger  returning  informed  us 
that  they  were  not  taken  into  the  Store,  he  then  went  to 
the  oflBce,  &  found  that  they  were  not  entered  in  the  Rolls 
of  the  Company  then  going  to  the  place  where  s'*  Com¬ 
pany  had  been  stationed  he  found  that  one  of  them  had 
been  sold  and  the  money  left  for  it :  another  left  &  the 
fix  Shillings  for  the  ufe  of  it  paid  the  other  two  he  found 
but  they  were  both  unfit  for  Service ;  the  Barrel  &  Stock 
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of  one  of  them  were  both  fplit ;  the  other  had  the  Barrel 
bent,  the  Bayonet  &  Ramrod  both  loft  &  the  Lock  so 
damaged  that  it  was  unfit  for  Service  :  &,  in  a  word,  both 
of  the  two  Guns  laft  mentioned  were  not  valuable  enough 
to  have  payed  the  expence  we  were  at  in  recovering  them  : 
one  of  the  Guns  was  appraifed  at  forty  two  fhillings, 
the  other  at  thirty  Shillings. 

Moreover  by  an  order  of  Court  bearing  date  December 
A.D.  1775  we  were  ordered  to  send  three  tons  of  english 
Hay  to  head  Quarters  at  the  same  price  allowed  to  thofe 
Towns  not  one  fifth  of  the  way  diltant,  &  which  hay  could 
not  be  purchafed  here  &  tranfported  thither  at  left  than 
four  pounds  more  than  thofe  who  lived  near  that  place, 
i.  e.  head  Quarters  might  afford  it  for,  but  no  allowance 
has  as  yet  been  made  for  our  diltance  &  extraordinary 
expence. 

The  accompt  of  the  expence  of  thofe  Inhabitants  of 
Bolton  fupported  by  us,  before  y®  tint  of  January  lalt, 
was,  for  reafons  to  us  unknown,  much  curtailed  even  by  a 
deduction  of  four  pounds  twelve  Shillings  altho  the  ex¬ 
pence  did  not  exceed  three  Shillings  for  each  perfon  per 
week,  one  of  them  excepted. 

By  an  order  of  Court  bearing  date  y®  17^**  of  January 
A.D.  1776  it  was  required  of  us  that  we  should  fend  in 
an  account  to  the  honorable  Court,  of  the  Powder,  Lead, 
&  Flints  delivered  to  the  minutemen  &  to  others  from  the 
Town  Store  that  was  either  ufed  or  left  in  the  camp  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Army  ;  that  the  honorable  Court  might 
caufe  fatiffaction  to  be  made  for  the  same,  but  when,  with 
confiderable  difficulty,  we  had  collected  the  accompt, 
which  amounted  to  Seven  pounds  &  four  pence,  it  was 
neither  allowed  or  paid  according  to  s^  order  but  why  it 
was  not  allowed  we  are  unable  to  fay.  Agreeable  to  an 
order  of  the  honorable  Court  bearing  date  y®  13‘**  of 
September  lalt  we  procured  Teams  to  tranfport  the  Bag¬ 
gage  of  thofe  men  raifed  in  this  Town  at  as  little  expence 
as  was  in  our  power,  &  having  fent  a  ])articnlar  accompt 
of  our  proceedings,  as  to  procuring  Teams,  &  what  ex¬ 
pence  it  is  necefsary  for  this  State  to  be  at  on  that  account 
in  this  Town,  were,  by  the  refpectable  Committee  of  s'* 
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Court,  refufed  a  recompeiice  therefor,  &  our  accompt  cur¬ 
tailed  the  Sum  of  nine  pounds  &  twelve  Shillings.  Altho’ 
we  have  repeatedly  petitioned  the  honorable  Court  of  this 
State,  and  been  as  often  denied  our  requeft,  tho’  as  moder¬ 
ate  as  was  in  our  power  to  make  :  yet,  coufcious  of  tho 
faithfulnefs  of  our  endeavors  to  execute  your  orders,  agree¬ 
able  to  your  defires,  &  confidentially  credulous  of  your 
readinefs  to  adjuft,  every  known  miftake,  we  have  confi¬ 
dence  to  petition  your  hour®  to  place  so  much  confidence  in 
our  integrity,  as  to  grant  our  requefts  ;  &  be  pleafed  to 
fend  us  no  more  difcretionary  orders,  or  pleafe  to  chufe  a 
committee  to  execute  them,  whom  you  fhall  have  no  occa- 
fion  to  fubject  to  the  difgrace  of  l»eing  nominally  unfaithful 
in  your  Service,  or  urge  to  the  difagreeable  alternative  of 
a  non  compliance  with  tiie  orders  of  so  refpectable  & 
honorable  a  Court,  which,  we  shall  be  ever  ready,  in  rea- 
fon,  to  ferve,  &  for  which,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Newbury  Dec*^  y®  17“*  A.D.  1776. 

Tho®  Noyes  \  Select  Men 
Benj“  Pearson  I  , 

John  Moody  r 

Jofhua  Ordway  1  Newbury 
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RATION  MONEY  RECEIPT,  1777. 

We  the  Subscribers  Field  Staff*  &  other  Comifsiond 
Officers'in  the  Battallion  Commanded  by  Edward  Wiggles- 
worth  Efq/  certify  that  we  have  Receiv*^.  of  John 
Wigglesworth  2  M  in  f*^  Batt“.  the  Several  sums  in  full 
affix‘d,  to  our  Names  as  Rations  Due  to  us  for  ourServices 
in  the  United  States  of  America  from  March  31®‘  1777 
until  June  30“*  1777 
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RAITION. 

Col® 

Edward  Wigglesworth 

61 

L*:  Col®. 

Nathan  Fuller 

61 

465 

12 

2 

8 

Nathan  Fuller 

Maj'. 

John  Porter 

6? 

Capt®. 

Aaron  Haynes 

6| 

Tho*.  Wellington 

61 

Matthew  Fairfield 

6s 

Nicholafs  Blasdell 

61 

Noah  Allen 

61 

Daniel  Pilsbury 

6? 

273 

7 

6 

7 

Daniel  Pilfbury 

Nath'.  Allexander 

6§ 

Israel  Davis 

61 

273 

7 

6 

7 

Israel  Davis 

Lieu‘. 

William  Winchester 

61 

182 

4 

7 

0 

William  Winchester 

Joseph  McNall 

61 

Sam", 

Abijah  Pool 

61 

Benjamin  Pollard 

61 

Eben*'.  Smith 

61 

182 

4 

7 

0 

Peter  Page 

61 

Thomas  Cheeny 

61 

Josiah  Willington 

61 

Lieut. 

Joseph  Williams 

61 

Micah  Dougharty 

61 

Isaac  Barron 

61 

John  Fowl 

61 

Isaac  Burton 

61 

182 

4 

7 

0 

) 

Abraham  Sweet 

61 

Samuel  Fairfield 

6? 

182 

4 

7 

c 

1  Sam".  Fairfield  Lt. 

Isaac  Rufsell 
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(To  be  continued.) 


REMINISCENCES  OF  HENRY  M.  BROOKS. 


BY  GILBEKT  L.  STREETER.  ‘ 


I  AM  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  to  add  a  few  words 
to  those  already  so  fitly  spoken  by  Professor  Morse  in 
praise  of  our  lamented  friend  and  co-member  Henry  M. 
Brooks.  I  knew  him  from  his  youth  up,  and  was  some¬ 
what  intimately  acquainted  with  the  trials  and  disappoint¬ 
ments  of  his  life,  as  also  with  his  successes  and  his  joys. 

He  was  a  man  of  rare  character,  simple  in  his  tastes  and 
habits,  sincere  and  steadfast  in  his  friendships,  intelligent 
and  painstaking  in  all  his  varied  pursuits.  He  was  in  all 
respects  a  gentleman — gentle  in  his  disposition  and  manly 
in  his  conduct.  His  sympathies  were  broad  and  active, 
so  that  he  loved  to  be  a  helper  in  every  good  cause. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  for  so  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Essex  Institute,  as  an  original  member,  as  its  Treasurer 
and  Secretary,  that  he  seemed  to  be  almost  an  essential 
part  of  it.  We  miss  him  daily  from  his  accustomed  desk, 
where  he  performed  his  duties  with  so  much  kindness  and 
courtesy,  and  where  he  afforded  so  much  pleasure  by  his 
instructive  and  entertaining  conversation.  He  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  qualified  to  perform  the  work  of  the  Institute  in  a 
successful  manner.  He  was,  I  may  say,  felicitous  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  His  heart  was  in  it  as  well  as  his 
mind. 

'  Read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Essex  Institute,  heid  January  2,  1899. 
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His  memory,  tenacious  and  precise,  teemed  with  recol¬ 
lections  of  the  people  and  the  events  that  have  made 
Salem  and  Essex  County  famous.  And  it  was  his  delight 
to  recall  the  incidents  of  "the  storied  past,”  to  the  relation 
of  which  his  keen  sense  of  the  humorous  and  the  grotesque 
often  added  a  rich  flavor. 

He  loved  the  past  and  largely  lived  in  it,  and  seemed  to 
prefer  the  old  ways,  the  old  people,  and  the  old  things,  to 
their  modern  successors.  He  never  tired  of  this  theme. 
If,  in  thus  idealizing  and  glorifying  the  ancient  ways  and 
the  ancient  days,  he  overl<*oked  the  deprivations  and  the 
disadvantages  of  those  times,  it  was  but  what  we  all  do. 
This  is  natural.  "  ’Tis  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the 
view.”  We  are,  fortunately,  so  constituted  that  the 
pleasant  things  of  the  past  linger  in  our  memory  long 
after  the  evils  have  been  forgotten.  It  is  this  happy  pro¬ 
vision  of  nature  which  makes  life  cheerful  and  worth  the 
living  —  which  otherwise  might  become  gloomy  and  de¬ 
spondent. 

“The  good  that  men  do  lives  after  them 
The  evil  is  often  buried  with  their  bones.” 

Mr.  Brooks  did  ttot  trouble  himself  much  with  current 
affairs.  Yet  he  wtui,  far  from  being  a  recluse  or  a  mis¬ 
anthrope,  but  was  Indeed  a  genial  companion  and  a  l(>ver 
of  society,  if  only  it  was  of  the  right  sort.  His  shy  and 
timorous  nature  preferred  the  quiet  of  home  and  the 
household  joys.  He  was  contented  with  his  books,  his 
music  aud  his  friends,  and  his  communings  with  the  things 
gone  by.  He  could  say,  with  zest  and  enthusiasm, 

“  How  pleasing  wears  the  wintry  night 
Spent  with  tlie  old  historic  dead ! 

While  by  the  taper’s  trembling  light, 

We  seem  their  very  streets  to  tread.” 

Mr.  Brooks  never  sought  the  temporary  distinctions  of 
political  office,  which  most  men  covet.  He  did  not  care 
to  shout  with  the  multiludc.  He  shrank  from  the  clamors 
and  contentions  and  uncertainties  of  politics  and  contro¬ 
versy.  He  sought  rather  the  calm  atmosphere  of  social 
life.  He  could  enjoy  the  sentiment  so  quaintly  expressed 
by  an  old  English  poet. 
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“  The  wind  is  great  upon  the  highest  hilles, 

The  quiet  life  is  in  the  dale  below ; 

Who  tread  on  ice  shall  slide  against  their  willes ; 

Who  live  at  ease  and  can  content  them  so, 

That  wisdom  have  that  we  ought  all  to  know.” 

Mr.  Brooks’  best  known  contributions  to  our  local  annals 
are  contained  in  his  published  volumes  of  extracts  from 
old  newspapers  of  Salem  and  Boston,  with  useful  explan¬ 
atory  notes  and  comments.  These  are  in  the  Institute, 
and  also  several  unpublished  volumes  of  the  same  char¬ 
acter.  These  collections  are  exceedingly  interesting  and 
valuable,  and  are  real  literary  curiosities.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  more  unique  in  our  library.  It  was  a  happy  thought 
that  led  to  the  compilation  and  annotation  of  this  half- 
dozen  little  booklets,  entitled  "  Ye  Olden  Time  Series.” 

In  these  pages  we  see  a  profusion  of  those  queer  old 
wood-cuts  which  show  how  little  skill  had  been  acquired 
in  the  pictorial  art  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  we  read 
the,  funny  and  usually  florid  advertisements  which  were  in 
style  in  that  more  decorous  and  ceremonious  period ; 
while  numerous  incidents,  rare  and  curious,  are  recorded 
in  terms  which  a  modern  newspaper  reporter  might  envy, 
and  which  illustrate  the  peculiar  conditions  of  society  then 
prevalent. 

Charles  Lamb  said, "  newspapers  always  excite  curiosity. 
No  one  ever  lays  one  down  without  disappointment.  A 
newspaper  read  out  is  intolerable.”  This  is  doubtless  true, 
but  Mr.  Brooks’  republications  of  the  essential  parts  of 
newspapers  of  the  past  show  that  they  increase  in  value 
by  age  —  contrary  to  the  general  impression. 

When  Henry  D.  Thoreau  built  his  famous  shanty  on 
the  shore  of  Walden  Pond  he  papered  the  walls  with  old 
newspapers,  so  that,  on  stormy  days,  when  nothing  could 
be  done  outside,  he  could  stand  up  and  read  the  papers  at 
the  least  cost  and  trouble.  And  he  tells  us  that  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  only  valuable  parts  of  the  newspapers 
were  the  advertisements,  because  they  showed  what  the 
people  were  doing  and  dealing  in.  The  editorials  were 
vapid  and  unimportant,  but  the  advertisements  dealt  with 
facts.  This,  which  seems  to  be  a  pleasantry,  is  the  state¬ 
ment  of  a  truth,  which  Mr.  Brooks  has  demonstrated  by 
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his  discriminating  labors.  He  has  disclosed  a  new  source 
of  pleasure.  Hereafter  the  old  newspaper  will  be  more 
carefully  preserved,  and  the  contents  more  studied.  We 
have  learned  from  him  that  what  was  considered  in  litera¬ 
ture  to  be  a  dry  well  is  really  a  living  and  copious  spring. 
Mr.  Brooks’  other  frequent  and  varied  contributions  to 
our  historical  literature  are  to  be  found  in  sundry  period¬ 
icals  of  which  Professor  Morse  has  given  an  account. 

And  thus  our  good  friend  lived  and  served  his  time,  by 
a  quiet,  but  busy,  useful  and  honorable  life.  In  his  school 
days  he  was  studious,  docile,  and  a  favorite  with  his  com¬ 
panions  and  teachers.  In  business  life,  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Salem  bank  and  for  many  years  Treasurer  of  the  Forest 
River  Lead  Company,  he  was  assiduous  and  exemplary. 
He  did  not  race  with  the  fortune  hunters  nor  wrangle  with 
the  place  seekers.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  pleasures, 
the  comforts  and  the  endearments  of  a  happy  and  culti¬ 
vated  home.  He  learned  that  best  of  all  lessons,  to  prac¬ 
tise  the  virtue  of  contentment. 

“  Content!  the  good,  the  golden  mean, 

The  safe  estate  that  sits  between 
The  sordid  poor  and  miserable  great. 

Content  alone  can  make  us  wise. 

Content  is  riches,  honor,  all  besides.” 

Our  friend  was  not  lost  in  the  past,  but  was  interested 
in  all  living  questions.  He  kept  up  with  the  best  thought 
of  the  times  on  the  subjects  of  highest  import.  He  learned 
and  performed  his  duties  in  political,  religious  and  social 
matters.  He  gave  attention  to  the  great  problems  of 
human  life  and  human  destiny.  And  his  conclusions  were 
those  of  the  liberal  school.  This  left  him  free  to  enjoy 
the  things  of  this  world.  His  natural  buoyancy  of  spirits 
was  not  restrained  by  gloomy  theories  upon  speculative 
topics.  He  could  indulge  his  love  of  fun,  and  join  in 
the  merriment  of  his  friends,  when  relating  or  listening  to 
a  good  story  or  a  quaint  reminiscence.  He  believed  the 
pleasures  of  life  were  innocent  and  wholesome.  He  was 
a  natural  man,  simple,  sincere,  social,  sympathetic  and 
light-hearted.  His  ideals  were  pure  and  elevated,  and 
upon  his  record  there  is  no  stain. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  ABNER  C.  QOODELL.l 

Salem,  Jan.  2,  1899. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

I  wish  to  express  ray  regret  to  you  personally, 
and  through  you  to  tlie  Institute  (if  the  occasion  offers 
and  it  is  in  order),  that  ray  state  of  health  compels  me  to 
forego  the  satisfaction  of  listening  to  your  and  Professor 
Morse’s  tributes  to  the  ineniory  of  my  much  loved  and 
respected  friend  Brooks,  whose  name  I  venerate  not  more 
for  his  faithful  and  useful  service  for  the  Essex  Institute 
than  for  the  warm  and  intimate  friendship  which  existed 
between  us  for  more  than  forty  years. 

His  accomplishments  as  a  numismatologist  and  as  an 
investigator  of  the  original  sources  of  New  England  his¬ 
tory  were  very  great,  and  if  his  work  has  not  won  for 
him  the  fame  which  others  have  achieved  by  means  which 
were  distasteful  to  him,  it  is  not  because  he  deserved  less, 
but  rather  because  his  devotion  to  whatever  work  of  pub¬ 
lic  interest  he  undertook  was  pursued  unselfishly  and  for 
the  love  of  it  without  regard  to  public  applause.  He  was 
singularly  exact  and  thorough  in  everything  which  he  set 
himself  to  investigate,  and  his  knowledge,  acquired  with 
painstaking  diligence,  was  sometimes  availed  of  by  others 
who,  however  adroitly  they  may  have  used  it  to  their  own 
advantage,  had  evidently  never  obtained  it  by  assiduous 
study,  nor  ever  verified  it  by  comparison  with  the  original 
sources. 

Mr.  Brooks  did  not  profess  to  be  a  historian  in  the 
general  sense.  His  intense  interest  in  local  and  special 
themes  led  him  into  narrower  paths,  but  in  these  he  was 
a  most  curious  and  philosophical  observer,  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  some  important  and  most  valuable  data  for  the 
historian  that  is  to  be. 

His  sweet  and  gentle  nature,  his  quick  and  subtle  per¬ 
ception  of  the  amusing  side  of  life  and  of  the  eccentrici¬ 
ties  and  odd  sayings  of  persons  of  local  distinction  for 
their  peculiarities  and  his  inexhaustible  fund  of  original 
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and  amusing  anecdotes  made  him  one  of  the  most  enter¬ 
taining  of  men,  and  drew  about  him  wherever  he  was 
known  the  brightest  wits  and  the  most  interesting  racon¬ 
teurs.  His  society  was  simply  charming. 

Above  all,  his  tried  integrity,  his  purity,  and  his  inter¬ 
est  in  everything  tending  to  the  good  of  the  public  won 
for  him  the  affection  and  respect  of  those  whose  friendship 
was  best  worth  cultivating. 

To  him  and  his  devoted  wife  the  Institute  is  indebted 
for  most  valuable  servrices ;  and  those  who  had  the  felicity 
of  enj()ying  his  and  her  intimate  friendship  must  ever  feel 
that,  when  the  grave  closed  over  their  loved  remains,  the 
world  for  them  had  lost  much  of  its  sweetness  and  light. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Abner  C.  Goodell. 

To  Gilbert  L.  Streeter,  Esq. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  C.  W.  ERN8T.> 

298  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
B08TON,  Dec.  31,  1898. 

Dear  Professor  Morse  : 

In  case  a  tribute  to  the  late  Henry  M. 
Brooks  is  to  be  published,  cannot  some  mention  be  made 
of  his  contributions  to  the  history  of  American  transpor¬ 
tation? 

These  contributions  were  local,  which  certainly  does 
not  diminish  their  value,  as  such  things  treated  locally  by 
those  on  the  spot  are  apt  to  be  free  from  error  that  always 
creeps  in  when  one  deals  with  remote  topics. 

Our  history  of  transportation  is  in  so  crude  a  state  that 
most  essays  in  that  field  need  revision.  Mr.  Brooks  is  an 
exception.  What  he  says  may  be  generally  accepted. 
His  industry  is  not  entitled  to  greater  praise,  I  think,  than 
his  accuracy.  I  remember  his  contributions  to  the  Salem 
Historical  Register  and  the  Historical  Magazine  with  par- 
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ticuliir  satisfaction.  He  jrleaned,  or  mined,  well;  he  of¬ 
fers  his  results  freely  ;  and  he  abstains  from  unwarranted 
inferences. 

His  merit  in  so  difficult  a  subject  as  the  history  of  trans¬ 
portation,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  recognized  by  all 
Essex  men  in  particular.  Essex  County  appears  to  have 
treated  the  subject  of  transportation  with  greater  care 
and  better  results  than  any  other  county  in  the  United 
States.  Felt  began.  Mr.  Robert  S.  Kantoul  has  taught 
us  in  his  "  Old  Modes  of  Travel  ”  how  to  present  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Mr.  Goodell  has  enriched  the  literature  of  trans¬ 
portation,  especially  postal,  as  he  enriches  whatever  he 
touches  with  his  pen.  And  Mr.  Brooks  is  their  worthy 
peer. 

Histories,  I  think,  tell  too  much  of  generals  and  states¬ 
men,  and  not  enough  of  daily  atlairs.  Yet  the  daily  work 
of  the  community  trying  to  earn  a  dollar  and  to  save  a  few 
cents  is  as  interesting  and  attractive  ami  instructive  as 
mere  manceuvring  in  the  field  of  politics  or  poetry.  Mr. 
Brooks  told  us  of  our  people  travelling  and  trying  to  find 
a  market,  and  he  did  his  work  so  well  as  to  be  a  model  in 
nicety,  modesty,  and  good  sense.  He  has  added  to  the 
just  fame  of  Salem,  and  Essex,  and  transportation. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  W.  Ernst. 


fp:dekalists 

rilEEMEN  ! 

Friends  of  Libert}/  and  Wafhington. 

Turn  out  !  Turn  out  ! ! - With  one  voice  and 

one  foul  repair  THIS  DAY  to  the  Poll,  and  never  defert 
yourPoft  until  fuecefs  and  triumph  fliall  crown  your  zeal 
and  perleverance.  Every  Vote  Counts,  and  a  f ingle 
vote  may  decide  the  fate  of  Salem  !  Away  then  with 
hufinefs  and  pleafurc.  Obey  the  call  of  your  Country  ! 
Grudge  not.  a  few  hours  tor  the  honor  and  reputation  of 
Salem  and  the  falvation  of  the  Commonwealth!  —  The 
whole  State  looks  on  with  anxiety,  and  expects  every  man 
to  do  his  duty  I  Arile  then  in  your  ftrength,  elect  to  office 
FEDERAL  Candidates,  able  and  honeft  men,  friends  of 
Moderation,  Peace,  Commerce  and  Independence,  and 
unceafing  enemies  of  War,  Standing  Army,  Land  Tax, 
Stamp  Act,  and  Diftrefsto  the  Poor,  unneceffarily  brought 
upon  the  People  by  Democratic  Officc-h{)ldcrs  and  Salary¬ 
men. 


Fellow  Citizens, 

Remember  the  party  violence  and  pcrfecution  of  the 
laft  year!  —  Remember  the  horrors  of  May  Meeting! 
—  THIS  DAY  it  is  in  your  power  to  remedy  thel'e  evils. 
Re  on  the  ground  at  8  o’clock.  Do  your  duty,  never 
falter,  and  your  Triumph  is  glorious  and  certain. 

March  IB,  1812. 
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